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Guest Speaker at May
PFLAG Meeting

—Sandy Driscoll

BRAVO Workshop
a Success

— Steve Schildcrout

Sara Lowry, Northeast Ohio Regional
The workshop held on March 17 on
Representative for Senator Sherrod Brown, was a
understanding and dealing with violence against
guest speaker at the May PFLAG meeting. Sara
LGBTQI people was sponsored by a coalition of
is a YSU grad and took the YSUnity Safe Zone
PFLAG Youngstown, Help Hotline, and BRAVO
training. She has been with Senator Brown for
(Buckeye Region Anti-Violence Organization).
two years working with LGBT
It was a great success
issues. The staff interacts with
because of the quality
PFLAGs, chambers of commerce,
of the presentations
and student groups getting the word
by the two speakers
out where LGBT issues are on the
from BRAVO,
federal level. Sara spoke about the
Aaron Eckhardt and
many ways that Senator Brown has President Marguerite Felice
Lauren McDade,
worked hard to end discrimination.
the large turnout of
Vice-Pres. Toni Schildcrout
He has made videos on support,
participants, and the
Secretary Sandy Driscoll
made an It Gets Better speech, and
funding it generated
Treasurer Steve Schildcrout
has urged the Boy Scouts to change
from registration fees
Board
Members
their policy of discrimination. In
that will permit PFLAG
		Maureen
Carey
support of the LGBT community
to offer a $500 award
		Tom
Copeland
Senator Brown applauded students
in a student essay
		Shavar
Johnson
participating in National Day of
contest next spring.
Tre Little
Silence and urged teachers to protect 		
Thanks to BRAVO for
LGBT students from bullying. He
the presentation, to
prepared an amicus brief to repeal the Defense
Help Hotline for their organizational work, to St.
of Marriage Act and help pass ENDA to end
John’s Church for providing the facility, to the
workplace discrimination of sexual orientation and members of PFLAG Youngstown and YSUnity
gender identity, real or perceived. It was passed
for their financial contributions and labor, and
in the Senate 64-32. The House has not passed it.
to the businesses that provided breakfasts for
Sara made it very clear that Brown has been an
participants. These businesses include Peet’s
ally of the LGBT community throughout his career Coffee & Tea, Starbucks, Giant Eagle, and
and appreciates all the work that PFLAG does.
WalMart.

Newly Elected Officers
of Youngstown Area
PFLAG
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NE OHIO REP
Nicole Thomas
Spoke to Yo. PFLAG
about
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Another
Marriage Ban Falls

—AP, May 20, 2014

Pennsylvania’s ban on gay marriage was
overturned by a federal judge Tuesday in a decision
that legalizes same-sex marriage throughout the
Northeast.
U.S. District Judge John E. Jones III called
the plaintiffs—a widow, 11 couples, and one of the
—Toni Schildcrout couples’ two teenage daughters—courageous.
“We are a better people than what these laws
On May 13 Nicole Thomas, the NE Ohio Legislative
represent, and it is time to discard them into the ash
Advocacy Rep for Equality Ohio, spoke on the 2014
heap of history,” Jones wrote of the 1996 state ban.
issues facing the LGBT community that have been
Jones declined to put his ruling on hold during
advocated for and discussed within the Ohio State
a potential appeal by the governor’s office, which
House:
defended the ban in court. The order was therefore
expected to go into immediate effect Tuesday, unless
1) The non-disRepublican Gov. Tom Corbett successfully moved
crimination
for a stay while he appealed.
legislation,
EHEA
(Equal
Housing and
Employment
Amend—Don Rowinsky
ment), which is similar to the National legisA federal judge on Monday ordered Ohio to
lation known as ENDA, would provide workplace protections and public accommodations/ recognize the unions of same-sex couples performed
service and public housing protections. Exam- in other states, striking down a key portion of the
state’s marriage equality ban. In a 45-page decision,
ples provided included LGBT persons denied
U.S. District Judge Timothy Black concluded that
hotel rooms, thrown out of bars, denied mortgages, and T persons fired from jobs. This bill the state’s refusal to recognize these marriages
was introduced in May of 2013 with bipartisan violated the plaintiffs’ constitutional rights. While
the decision does not compel Ohio to perform samesupport and remains in Committee.
sex marriages, state officials still intend to file an
2) Freedom to Marry (Why Marriage Matters
appeal challenging the decision. Don’t run off and
Ohio) signature campaign and discussion
get married in New York quite yet; Black says he
about the shared values of “love, family”.
intends to issue a delay on his ruling pending the
3) Anti-bullying laws should include LGBT at the
state’s appeal. Republican attorney general Mike
state level.
DeWine will certainly appeal the ruling.
4) Reasons for the inclusion of LGBT persons in
Despite his personal support of same sex
Hate Crimes Law were mentioned.
marriage, Ohio Republican Senator Portman . . .
5) Discussion of the problem of Ohio being one
said he thinks that the people in each state should
of five states where transgender persons cannot be allowed to vote on whether someone should
change documents to reflect new identity, for
get married or not. He does not think the US
example on birth certificates.
Constitution protects the right to marriage.

Judge Orders Ohio to Recognize Same-Sex Marriages

PFLAG National Mourns
Death of Maya Angelou
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—Beth Kohm | bkohm@pflag.org | (202) 467-8180
ext. 211

WASHINGTON, D.C. — PFLAG National
— the nation’s largest organization for parents,
families, friends, and straight allies united
with people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender (LGBT ) — has issued the
following statement from Executive Director
Jody M. Huckaby responding to news of the death
of Dr. Maya Angelou:
One of Dr. Angelou’s most famous quotes
was this: “I’ve learned that people will forget
what you said, people will forget what you did,
but people will never forget how you made
them feel.”
As PFLAG members reflect on her
passing, we will remember her for how she
made us feel as a staunch ally for equality for
people who are LGBT. But for PFLAG, it will
also be alongside all that she said on behalf of
all people who are disenfranchised, and her
lifelong actions to bring attention to the need
for compassion and understanding to close the
gaps that injustice creates.
At PFLAG’s first-ever Straight for
Equality Gala in 2009, we had the tremendous
privilege of recognizing Dr. Angelou as our
inaugural Straight for Equality honoree in
the area of Arts & Humanities. That evening,
before she accepted the award, she sang, “This
little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine...”
to the audience. While the song served as
the introduction to remarks about courage
and equality, PFLAG will remember it as
Dr. Angelou’s signature. She was a powerful
woman who brought her light – shining
attention on how we ought to treat each other –
wherever she went.
While Dr. Angelou will be sorely missed,
PFLAG will always cherish the memories of
the time that we had with her and the lifelong
lessons she taught us about the quest for
equality and the bold courage to love.

Language Lesson

—May 31, by John Amato

Rush Limbaugh got a long overdue lesson
on Thursday when a transgender caller, Tina,
smacked down his use of the word “tranny.”
While attempting to defend himself against
the caller’s claim that he is anti-transgender
rights, Limbaugh assured her that he has “been
for trannies for a long time.”
“Well actually, I did hear you using that
term,” Tina said. “And a lot of us do find that to
be rather offensive because of the way that it’s
been historically used.”
“Tranny is offensive?” Rush responded. “I
heard Alec Baldwin use the term.”
Limbaugh then proceeded to explain that
he thought the term was “cool and hip” because
Baldwin used it in a New York Magazine article
in February. To be clear, Baldwin wrote the article
after coming under fire for alleged homophobic
outbursts and the use of anti-gay slurs.
Tina stressed that the term is neither “cool”
nor “hip” and is not appreciated by those
genuinely fighting for transgender rights. Still,
moments later, Limbaugh appeared to have
learned nothing from the lesson.
“How do people know you’re a tranny?” he
asked.
Sigh.

Transgender Girl
in Adult Prison
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—Tom Copeland

A juvenile transgender girl has been moved
from a boy’s detention center in Connecticut to an
adult prison because she assaulted other inmates
and members of the staff. You can read the story
at < http://colorlines.com/archives/2014/06/
connecticut_holds_transgender_girl_in_adult_
prison.html>.
What struck me about the story is that the
author seems to be more concerned about the
girl’s having been placed in a boys’ facility to
begin with and with her having then been moved
to an adult prison than with the fact that she is
being held without being charged with a crime.
Although this is mentioned as “unusual,” it does
not appear to trouble the author very greatly.
Does it trouble you?

subcultures.”
The release, which also hails the artist’s
work as “confident and proud homoeroticism”
goes on to note that the self-adhesive stamps
[i.e., “DON’T LICK THEM!] will be launched
in conjunction with an art exhibition dedicated to
Tom Finland in the Postal Museum.
While Tom of Finland (whose real name was
Touko Laaksonen) died in 1991, his work lives on
as some of the most iconic and daring of its kind.
Within the LGBT and arts communities, he is
legendary.
“He created an archive of erotica with a
distinct aesthetic – vast-shouldered men in leather,
denim and knee-high boots – that is said to have
influenced figures including Robert Mapplethorpe,
Freddie Mercury and the Village People,” writes
—Lauren O’Neil, CBC News, Posted: April 15, 2014
the Guardian’s Kira Chochrane. “[His works] are
7:30 PM
considerably more erotic than those usually seen
on any nation’s envelopes.”
The work of iconic gay artist Tom of Finland
“His sketches, often explicit, were
will be honoured this fall when it appears on a
unapologetic depictions of gay sex and
new set of stamps released by the Finnish postal
relationships,” wrote Soraya Nadia McDonald,
service, Itella Posti Oy.
similarly, for the Washington Post. “Laaksonen’s
Set to be rolled out between September and
subjects were almost always muscle-bound,
October 2014, the three Tom of Finland stamps
handsome figures, often bursting out of their
were unveiled this week by the postal service on
clothes. His work, a meditation on masculinity,
its blog, alongside seven additional sets of stamps
was also heavy on leather fetish imagery.”
featuring the works of other prominent Finnish
Being one of the most well-known Finnish
artists.
artists in the world with more than 3,500 drawings
“His emphatically masculine homoerotic
to his name, it makes sense that Tom of Finland
drawings have attained iconic status in their genre
was chosen for the honour of having his work
and had an influence on, for instance, pop culture
appear on stamps -- and yet, in a country where
and fashion,” reads a press release issued by the
gay marriage is not yet legal, the fact that his
Itella Posti Oy. “In his works, Tom of Finland
graphic homoerotic works are being celebrated by
utilized the self-irony and humor typical of
the post office has come as a surprise to some.

Racy Homoerotic
Postage Stamps
Set for Release in Finland
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Peter LaBarbera
Arrested in Canada
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— CBC News Posted: Apr 14, 2014 4:31 PM

U.S. anti-gay activist Peter LaBarbera
and a Saskatchewan man were arrested on the
University of Regina campus on Monday and will
be charged with mischief, police said.
LaBarbera, who is with a group called
Americans for Truth about Homosexuality, and
Bill Whatcott were distributing anti-gay literature
on the campus.
Before their arrival, the university issued a
news release saying the pair would be monitored
to ensure they did not engage in any activity that
would promote hatred.
At one point, with news cameras rolling,
an unidentified university official approached
Whatcott, 46, and LaBarbera, 51, and asked
them to leave. During that encounter, Whatcott
said he had attempted to get permission to set up
an information table and, since he was denied,
proceeded to set up a table anyway.
American anti-gay activist Peter LaBarbera
was arrested Monday and charged with mischief.
He was at the University of Regina. (CBC)
“I’m not leaving,” Whatcott told the official,
“You guys are intolerant and should be ashamed
of yourselves for shutting down our message
without even considering it.”
A short while later, several Regina police

officers arrived and Whatcott and LaBarbera were
handcuffed and taken off campus.
University officials defended their decision to
call police.
“We are a diverse campus, we are a
welcoming campus,” Tom Chase, one of the vice
presidents of the university said. “We celebrate
that diversity and our staff felt that the material
and some of the things they had with them simply
contravened that policy and we asked them to
leave.”
“The idea that you can’t have an open debate
on homosexuality on a college campus and
some speech code is brought in, to kick people
off ... seems to me to be pretty undemocratic,”
LaBarbera said.
Late Monday, police issued a news release
confirming they were called to the university
around 1 p.m. CST and noted that two individuals
were “engaged in a presentation of images and
statements” and refused to leave the campus when
requested by university security.
“When both men refused security’s demand
to leave, they were taken
into custody, without
incident,” police said in their
release.
Last Friday, LaBarbera
was briefly detained at the
Regina airport, but was
allowed into Saskatchewan
to participate in an antiabortion conference in
Weyburn on the weekend.
Police said the pair have
a court date of May 16 for
the mischief charges.

Baker Rebuked; or,
Let Them Eat Cookies
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Gay marriage remains illegal in Colorado.
The two homosexuals were married in
Massachusetts and wanted a wedding cake for a
—AP, 6/2/14 reception to celebrate their union back home in
Westminster, another Denver suburb.
State law prohibits businesses from refusing
Colorado’s Civil Rights Commission has
to serve customers based on their sexual
ordered a Christian baker to make wedding
orientation.
cakes for same-sex couples, finding his religious
The panel issued its ruling verbally. It ordered
objections to the practice did not trump the state’s
Phillips to stop discriminating against gay people
anti-discrimination statutes.
and to report quarterly for two years on staff
The unanimous ruling from the sevenanti-discrimination training and any customers he
member commission upheld an administrative
law judge’s finding in December that Jack Phillips refuses to serve.
Phillips’ attorney said she was considering
violated civil rights law when he refused to make
a wedding cake for a homosexual couple in 2012. appealing the ruling to the Colorado Court of
Appeals.
The couple sued.
Phillips, a devout Christian who owns the
Masterpiece Cakeshop in the Denver suburb of
Lakewood, said the decision violates his First
— BRIAN SCHAAF
Amendment rights to free speech and free exercise
OutServe-SLDN
Director
of Communications
of his religion. After the ruling, he told reporters
“I will stand by my convictions until somebody
OutServe-Servicemembers Legal Defense
shuts me down.”
Network is calling on everyone to help support
He added that his bakery has been so
our transgender brothers and sisters in uniform.
overwhelmed by supporters eager to buy cookies
Kristin Beck, a highly decorated and former Navy
and brownies that he does not currently make
SEAL for 20 years has started a public petition to
wedding cakes.
encourage the Department of Defense to
stop discriminating against transgender
service members and allow them to serve
openly.
At her request, we are passing
on the petition to you all, our faithful
— Ron Rowinsky, based on http://www.huffingtonpost. subscribers. You have had our backs as
com/2014/03/14/obamacare-lgbt-rights_n_4961015.htm- OutServe-SLDN fought and continues to
l?utm_hp_ref=gay-voices&ir=Gay%20Voices fight for non-discriminatory open military
service and our fights in the courts in each
Insurance companies that provide coverage to
of the States for marriage equality. Please
heterosexual married couples must offer identical policies continue your support for a nation free of
to same-sex spouses, regardless of whether couples’ states discrimination and sign the below petition
of residency recognize marriage equality, according to
to the SECDEF.
guidance released last week by the U.S. Department of
SIGN THE PETITION HERE:
Health and Human Services. The policy is informed by
https://www.change.org/petitions/
last June’s Supreme Court ruling against the Defense
secretary-of-defense-chuck-hagelof Marriage Act, wrote Matthew Heinz, the director of
the-u-s-department-of-defense-allowLGBT outreach at HHS, in a blog post.
transgender-persons-to-serve-in-thearmed-forces

Petition

ACA bars insurers
from discriminating
against same-sex couples

Interior Secretary Eyeing
LGBT Heritage
in National Parks
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historically underrepresented in the National Park
Service, and the LGBT theme study will help
ensure that we understand, commemorate, and
share these key chapters in our nation’s complex
and diverse history.”
“The National Park Service is America’s
—By Staff reports
Published: May 30, 2014, 12:01 pm storyteller and protector of the places where
America’s history can be found,” National Park
Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell today
Service Director Jonathan B. Jarvis said. “As we
announced a new theme study, as part of the
prepare to celebrate the National Park Service’s
National Park Service Heritage Initiative that will Centennial in 2016, we have rededicated ourselves
identify places and events associated with the
to sharing more diverse stories of our nation’s
story of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
history, particularly the struggles for civil rights.
(LGBT) Americans for
By telling these stories,
inclusion in the parks and
we are inviting new
“LGBT history is American history,”
programs of the agency.
audiences to visit their
said Gill Foundation founder Tim Gill.
The theme study is part
national parks and historic
“The contributions of LGBT people
of a broader initiative under
sites and to discover a
are part of the great American journey
the Obama Administration
toward full equality, freedom and liberty personal connection in
to ensure that the National
these special places.”
for all our citizens. While we take this
Park Service reflects and
The study will be a
important step to recognize the couratells a more complete story
public-private partnership
geous contributions of LGBT Ameriof the people and events
with funding provided
cans, we need to unite together in the
responsible for building this
by the Gill Foundation
days ahead to ensure we leave none of
nation. The National Park
through the National Park
our fellow Americans behind.”
Service has ongoing heritage
Foundation.
initiatives to commemorate
minorities and women who
have made significant contributions to our nation’s
history and culture, including studies related to the
history of Latinos, women, and Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders.
—Don Rowinsky
Secretary Jewell made the announcement
outside the Stonewall Inn in New York City, the
Guinness has withdrawn its participation in
site of a riot in 1969 that is widely recognized as
the St. Patrick‘s Day parade. “We will continue to
a catalyst for the modern civil rights movement
work with community leaders to ensure that future
in the LGBT community. It is currently the only
parades have an inclusionary policy.”
LGBT-associated site that has been designated
[Fox] News Corp chairman Rupert Murdoch
a national historic landmark by the National
went mad. He urged “all Irish” to “boycott the
Park Service as a property having extraordinary
stuff.” Murdoch tweeted, “Where will this end?
significance in American history.
Guinness pulls
“We know that there are other sites like
out of religious
Stonewall Inn that have played important roles in paraded bullied
our nation’s ongoing struggle for civil rights,” said by gay orgs
Jewell. “The contributions of women, minorities,
who try to take
and members of the LGBT community have been it over.”

FOX Goes Crazy
Over Guinness

9

Catch 22

— Charlie Butts (OneNewsNow.com) Monday, June
02, 2014

Attorney Martin Cannon, of the Thomas
More Society, explains, “A couple of Nebraska
ladies went to Iowa to get married, then went back
to Nebraska, and now one of them wants a divorce
. . . . And the District Court, the trial court, has
said we can’t give you the divorce because we
don’t recognize your marriage.”
The women could return to Iowa for the
divorce, but that state has is a one-year residency
requirement. The women’s attorney stressed
the Full Faith and Credit Clause of the U.S.
Constitution, indicating that a state would have
to recognize marriages legal in another state.
Attorney Cannon argues the opposite.
“But that Full Faith and Credit requirement is
not unqualified or absolute—and where the act of
one state runs contrary to the strongly expressed
public policy in another state, the second state
does not have to give it full faith and credit,”
Cannon explains.

Know Thine Enemy

—Tom Copeland

Often I get news from the homophobic site
One News Now, and with a little alteration the
language can be neutralized. Here, though, is an
article I can’t tone down. Read it and watch the
opposition seethe with rage.

—Source: “Gay agenda creeping into all curriculum.”
by Bob Kellogg (OneNewsNow.com) Thursday, May
29, 2014 - See more at: http://onenewsnow.com/education/2014/05/29/gay-agenda-creeping-into-all-curriculum#.U48hIpRdVaQ

At their annual conference in Boston,
LGBT teachers and homosexual activists
revealed their continuing plans to push the gay
agenda even further into schools. - See more at:
http://onenewsnow.com/education/2014/05/29/

gay-agenda-creeping-into-allcurriculum#.U48hIpRdVaQ
It was GLSEN’s 2014
Annual Conference where
attendees introduced and
discussed strategies for furthering
homosexuality and transgender
issues in the minds of students,
according to Brian Camenker of
MassResistance.
Camenker [SAYS,]“They want kids to
feel comfortable around homosexuality and
those issues, feel comfortable coming out, feel
comfortable taking on those behaviors, feeling
comfortable with everything about it.”
He says the conference directly organizes
and trains teachers to integrate the gay agenda
throughout curriculum.
“You wouldn’t think you could integrate
homosexuality into much, but they do by saying
something like ‘a woman does this and her
wife does this,’ he explains. “They will bring
in homosexual themed books. One of their
favorites is to claim that historical figures—
Eleanor Roosevelt, for example—were actually
homosexual.”
Camenker says many parents are unaware
of what is taking place, or many are afraid to say
anything for fear of reprisals.

One News Now polls its readers, offering
options on only one side of the issue:
What is the primary objective of homosexual activists
who target youths?
To brainwash them that the lifestyle is ‘normal’
65.75% (1,760 votes)
To make their parents appear to be ‘intolerant’ and
‘hateful’ 1.94% (52 votes)
To question God’s truth about morality and sin 9.11%
(244 votes)
To recruit children into the lifestyle 23.2% (621 votes)
Total Votes: 2,677
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Calendar
June 7, Youngstown 6the Annual Pride Festival, Downtown Central Square and Market,
Youngstown Ohio, noon until 9 p.m
June 10, PFLAG chapter meeting, St. John’s Episcopal Church, 323 Wick Avenue, Youngstown,
6:30 p.m.
July 8, PFLAG chapter meeting (as above)
August 9-16, Gay Games in Cleveland (www.
gg9cle.com)
August 12, PFLAG chapter meeting (as above)

http://stevenbeckly.com/
works/reunions/
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From Dr. Who
and Torchwood
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What Is PFLAG?
Our Vision

We, the parents, families and friends of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons,
celebrate diversity and envision a society that
embraces everyone, including those of diverse
sexual orientations and gender identities. Only with
respect, dignity and equality for all will we reach
our full potential as human beings, individually and
collectively. PFLAG welcomes the participation and
support of all who share in, and hope to realize this
vision.

Our Mission

PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons, their
families and friends through: support, to cope with
an adverse society; education, to enlighten an ill-informed public; and advocacy, to end discrimination
and to secure equal civil rights. Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays provides opportunity for
dialogue about sexual orientation and gender identity,
and acts to create a society that is healthy and respectful of human diversity.

3.

4.
5.

6.

ination, regardless of their real or perceived gender identity or sexual orientation or that of their
families.
Make our vision and our message accessible to the
broadest range of ethnic and cultural communities,
ending the isolation of families with lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender family members within
those communities.
Work toward full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons within their chosen
communities of faith.
Create a society in which all LGBT persons may
openly and safely pursue the career path of their
choice, and may be valued and encouraged to grow
to their full potential in the workplace.
Create a society in which all lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender persons may enjoy, in every aspect of their lives, full civil and legal equality and
may participate fully in all the rights, privileges
and obligations of full citizenship in this country.

We welcome the participation and support of all who
share in our Vision and Mission and who hope to
realize our goals.
- See more at: http://community.pflag.org/page.aspx?pid=237#sthash.WpB2s9T6.dpuf

Our Strategic Goals

1. Build the capacity of our organization at every
level so that we may have all the resources, in the
form of information, people and funding, necessary to move forward in our work with the greatest
possible effect.
2. Create a world in which our young people may
grow up and be educated with freedom from fear
of violence, bullying and other forms of discrim-

Submissions
The Youngstown Area PFLAG Rag needs your
input. There are four issues annually, having the
following deadlines: March 1, June 1, September 1,
December 1. Send submissions (including pictures) to
tcopeland@neo.rr.com or to
Youngstown Area PFLAG
313 N. Belle Vista Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44509

Join Us
If you are joining as a new member, please
send your name, email, postal address, and phone
number to youngstownpflag@aol.com. You may
submit your dues payment of $25 per household
plus any optional donation using PayPal at our
website: http://www.youngstownpflag.org.

Meetings are held the
second Tuesday of
every month at 6:30
in the Parish House
of St. John’s EpisDisclaimer
copal Church (lower
The views expressed
level), 323 Wick Avin these pages are not
enue, Youngstown,
necessarily those of the
executive board, editor, or OH.
chapter.

