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PFLAGers Meet
with St John’s Group

—Steve Schildcrout

Before their Sunday service on December
2, St John’s Episcopal Church of Youngstown
hosted Marguerite and Steve at their adult study
session. Since St. John’s provides the space for
our monthly chapter meetings, we felt we should
get to know some of the church members and
to help them get to know PFLAG. The Rector,
Bradley Pace, opened the discussion with
comments on the Church’s progress towards
inclusion and the welcoming of LGBT persons
in both membership and leadership positions and
their recognition in the liturgy. Marguerite and
Steve discussed PFLAG’s history and mission and
our work in the community and distributed
our chapter brochures. We were well
received by the approximately ten church
members attending, who offered thoughtful
questions and a good exchange of views
on acceptance of LGBT persons in society,
changing attitudes, what straight allies can
do, and recognition of the need for equal
legal rights and protection.

Suicide Prevention

—Toni Schildcrout

Youngstown PFLAG has had membership
on the Mahoning County Suicide Prevention
Coalition Steering Committee since its inception,
with Marilyn Boggs serving as our PFLAG
representative initially and with Toni Schildcrout
accepting the appointment following Marilyn’s
service. Members of this committee include area
mental health boards, Help Hotline Crisis Center,
representatives from the juvenile court, private
counseling services, school systems, the Akron
Children’s Hospital, and the Area Agency on
Aging, among others. Two new members of the
committee were introduced: Patricia Sweeney,
Mahoning County Health Commissioner; and
Sung R. Do, the Suicide Prevention Coordinator

for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.
The latest committee meeting was held on
November 27, with agencies giving updates on
their activities. Toni spoke about Youngstown
PFLAG’s grant from Johnson and Johnson and
Walgreen’s, the Care with Pride Campaign,
with the purpose of educating and increasing
awareness of the harm of bullying, violence, and
discrimination for all students, but especially LGB
youth, who are four times more likely to attempt
suicide than their straight peers.
With the large influx of non-crisis phone calls
to Help Hotline, the organization realized a need
for a peer “warmline,” which is a new telephone
service developed for persons with mental illness
or drug or alcohol problems. “Trained peers offer
encouragement and support to others in recovery.
Warmline volunteers are not trained counselors
and do not give advice. They offer understanding,
respect, and empathy that can only be felt by a
person who is also on a journey of recovery.”
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Petition to Repeal

the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)
This link will take you to the petition:
https://petitions.whitehouse.gov/petition/repeal-defense-marriage-act-doma/SyQNZXNM

Membership Report
2012-13

— Steve Schildcrout, Treasurer

As our membership drive nears its end, we
have 17 paid households joining or renewing for
2012-13. This is up from 15 last year. You can still
be added to the roster when I receive your check
for $25. Please make it payable to Youngstown
PFLAG and send it to 2201 Goleta Ave,
Youngstown, OH 44504 or bring your check or
A Help Hotline pamphlet adds,
cash to a chapter meeting. Of each dues payment,
The phone number is 1-866-303-PEER (7337).
we send $15 to National PFLAG, and our chapter
The Ohio Suicide Prevention Coalition has given
keeps $10. Thus you become a member of both
a grant to Mahoning County for on-line interactive National PFLAG and our local chapter. We use
training for high school educators and non-teaching your local dues mainly for
staff on the warning signs and indicators of dis• Use of the facilities of St. John’s
tress for students experiencing anxiety, disruptive
church for our chapter meetings
behaviors, and thoughts of suicide. Prizes for the
• Help Hotline Crisis Center for taking
most participants include a $500 check for both a
and directing incoming phone calls for
large and a small school system. As of the meeting
us
date, two schools, North Jackson and Poland, have
•
Brochures
and booklets published by
signed on. PLEASE advise your school system
National PFLAG that we provide for
about the availability of this important learning
tool and encourage its use. Phone the Help Hotline
our members and for distribution at
administrative office at 330-747-5111 to begin the
fairs and festivals and at schools that
enrollment process.
we visit
Many of you who renewed gave generous
donations in addition to your dues. Donations this
year totaled $250, all of which will be used by
our chapter to advance our programs. A healthy
chapter needs the financial support as well as
the active participation of its members. Thanks
to all of you who support the Youngstown Area
chapter with your dues, your donations, and your
involvement in our activities.

NOM Vows Starbucks
Must Pay for Supporting
Gay Marriage

— http://coloradoindependent.com/

The National Organization for Marriage is
pledging to continue its efforts to ensure that
companies that back same-sex marriage pay
a “price” in Middle Eastern countries that are
hostile to gay rights.
The statements came during a NOM
conference call Thursday evening, which the
organization billed to its supporters as a discussion
of the 2012 elections — which resulted in the
legalization of gay marriage in three states and the
defeat of a gay-marriage ban in a fourth—and of
“what’s next in the fight to defend marriage.”
During the call, NOM’s top leaders said they
needed to greatly expand their fundraising efforts.
They argued that Mitt Romney should have
focused more on the same-sex marriage issue,
and they blamed Karl Rove for allegedly pushing
Republicans and outside groups to focus solely
economic issues.
NOM also suggested that opponents of
same-sex marriage would argue in court that
Tuesday’s election results were evidence that gays
and lesbians do not constitute a “suspect class”
and that the Defense of Marriage Act should
therefore not be overturned. . . . [O]ne participant
. . . asked what could be done “to stop the wave
of corporate sponsorship of gay marriage” [by
companies like] Starbucks, which endorsed gay
marriage legalization in Washington, and General
Mills, which spoke out against the proposed gay
marriage ban in Minnesota.
NOM President Brian Brown [replied,] .
. . “Their international outreach is where we
can have the most effect,” Brown said. “So for
example, in Qatar, in the Middle East, we’ve
begun working to make sure that there’s some
price to be paid for this. These are not countries
that look kindly on same-sex marriage. And this is
where Starbucks wants to expand, as well as India.
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Catholic Church Works
at Home and Abroad
against LGBT Equality
—Stonewall Democrats’ Newsletter, 12/04/12

In Minnesota, the Roman Catholic Church
spent upwards of $1.3 million, funding nearly
25 percent of the failed attempts to write
discrimination into the state’s constitution. The
Church’s funding included hundreds of thousands
of dollars from dioceses across the country.
The report also highlights the Roman
Catholic Church’s donations to states where voters
affirmed marriage equality—more than $100,000
in Maine; well over a quarter-million dollars in
Maryland; and $307,000 in Washington.
Much of this funding likely came without
the knowledge of parishioners; and as diocesan
schools and important programs like soup kitchens
and domestic violence initiatives struggle for
resources, the Roman Catholic Church has instead
chosen to fund political campaigns targeting gay
and lesbian couples.
Despite voters rejecting the anti-LGBT
agenda financed by the Roman Catholic Church
and NOM, the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops recently re-committed to fighting against
equality for LGBT Americans.
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partners, one of whom is gay and in a relationship.
The network’s lineup represents “an authentic and
Over 100,000 demonstrators joined protests
conscious effort by CBS to improve its diversity,”
organized by Catholic groups to oppose the
the study said.  Regular gay and lesbian characters
introduction of marriage equality in France over
on what the study termed “mainstream” cable
the weekend. Backed by the Catholic Church
television has also risen this season to 35, up
and attended by Catholic clergy and bishops, the
from 29 last season.  Among those networks,
protests rallied against French President Francois
Showtime leads with 12 LGBT characters. The
Hollande’s decision to back plans to legalize same
study also cited HBO, FX, Adult Swim, ABC
sex marriage and adoption next year.
Family, MTV, Syfy, and TeenNick.  The HBO
drama True Blood remains cable’s most inclusive
series, featuring six LGBT characters.  On
broadcast TV, male LGBT characters continue
to outweigh female characters, 55.5% to 44.5%,
the study found.  Compared to last year, AfricanAmerican representation has grown from 9.9% to
—Associate Press (http://onenewsnow.com//ap/unit- 12%, while Hispanic representation has decreased
ed-states/abc-and-fox-lead-networks-in-homosexu- from 5.6% to 4.1%.  “It is vital for networks to
al-characters) weave complex and diverse story lines of LGBT
people in the different programs they air,” said
GLAAD President Herndon Graddick. “More and
The number of gay and bisexual characters
on scripted broadcast network TV is at its highest- more Americans have come to accept their LGBT
family members, friends, co-workers, and peers,
ever level in the season ahead, according to the
Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation. The and as audiences tune into their favorite programs,
they expect to see the same diversity of people
total on cable television is also going up.
they encounter in their daily lives.”
The 17th annual “Where We Are on TV”
report released Friday by GLAAD found that
4.4% of actors appearing regularly on primetime network drama and comedy series during
the 2012-13 season will portray lesbian, gay,
bisexual, or transgender characters. This is up
from 2.9% in 2011, which saw a dip in what had
been a growing annual trend.  The study reviewed
— http://www.buzzfeed.com/
97 scripted TV programs scheduled to air in the
upcoming season on the broadcast networks,
The White House announced on Wednesday
counting a total of 701 series regular characters.
that President Obama has
The study found that 31 of them are LGBT
nominated Judge William
characters.  ABC has the highest amount with 10
Thomas, an out gay man, to
out of 194, or 5.2%, of their regular characters
serve on the United States
identified as LGBT.  After leading last year, Fox
District Court for the Southern
ranks second with six LGBT characters out of 118 District of Florida. Thomas
total series regulars, or 5.1%.  CBS was saluted as would be the first out LGBT
the most-improved network, with four out of 142 black man to serve as a
LGBT series regulars, or 2.8%, up from 0.7% last lifetime-tenured federal judge.
year. Among CBS’s new fall series is Partners, a
. . . Thomas is the first
comedy about two childhood friends and business out LGBT black judge to be

The Catholic Church Busy in France

ABC & Fox
Lead Networks
in LGBT Characters

Obama Nominates
Out Gay Black Judge
To Federal Bench

Judge William Thomas

nominated by Obama, but, if approved by the
Senate, he would be the second out LGBT black
judge. The first, Judge Deborah Batts, also was the
first out LGBT federal judge. She was nominated
by President Clinton and sat on the Southern
District of New York bench. She took “senior
status,” a near retirement, earlier this year.

Verizon: Pull Donations
Till Boy Scouts
Pull Anti-Gay Policy
—Petition by Zach Wahls, Iowa City, IA
http://www.change.org/petitions

Verizon Communications Inc. recently
received a perfect 100% rating on the Human
Rights Campaign’s Corporate Equality Index.
Now, Scouts for Equality—representing thousands
of Scouts and Scout leaders across the country—is
urging Verizon to act on that rating and help end
the Boy Scouts of America’s anti-gay policy.
Under the eligibility requirements listed on
the Verizon Foundation’s website, the company
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says it will NOT fund organizations that
discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation.
But in 2010, Verizon gave more than $315,000
in grants to the Boy Scouts, despite the Scouts’
policy banning gay youth and leaders from
participating.
As an Eagle Scout and founder of Scouts for
Equality, I applaud Verizon’s support for the
Boy Scouts. The BSA has historically been
a vital American institution critical in the
development of our nation’s future leaders.
But on July 17, 2012, the BSA reaffirmed
their discriminatory policy, stating in
part: “…we do not grant membership
to individuals who are open or avowed
homosexuals…” And because of this policy,
respected Scouts and Scout leaders—like
California Boy Scout Ryan Andresen and
Ohio Den Mother Jennifer Tyrrell—continue
to be kicked out of the Boy Scouts, just
because they are gay.
Until the Boy Scouts end this hurtful
policy, they do not deserve the financial
backing of companies that strive for
workplace equality. Intel Corporation and
UPS, two large corporate donors of the Boy
Scouts, recently announced that they’ve
updated their funding guidelines to reject
organizations that discriminate—including the
Boy Scouts. Now it’s time for Verizon to do the
same.
Verizon’s own website states that “At
Verizon, Diversity means embracing differences
and variety including age, ethnicity, education,
sexual orientation, work style, race, gender, and
more. When diversity is a part of a company’s
culture, as it is at Verizon, everyone benefits—
customers, suppliers and employees.” We urge
Verizon to truly live by these words and use their
influence to help end the Boy Scouts’ anti-gay
policy.
Please join Scouts for Equality in calling on
Verizon to enforce its own funding guidelines and
pull its contributions to the Boy Scouts of America
until the Boy Scouts pull their discriminatory
policy.
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Chick-fil-A Says It Will
No Longer Fund Anti-Gay
Political Organizations[?]
—Informant: Wayne Besen, Executive Director of
Truth Wins Out (Phone: 917-691-5118, E-Mail:
wbesen@truthwinsout.org)

Truth Wins Out called on Chick-fil-A
executives to very publicly announce its alleged
divorce from anti-gay organizations and confirm
its new pledge not to fund homophobic political
groups though its Winshape Foundation. This is
important because when TWO attended the Values
Voter Summit in Washington last week, “Chickfil-A” had become a code phrase for anti-gay
activists’ disapproval of LGBT equality.
“Chick-fil-A is now viewed by the extreme
right as its Alamo—a defiant fortress against
corporate America’s widespread embrace of
LGBT equality,” said Truth Wins Out’s Executive
Director Wayne Besen. “It is a big victory if
the company is no longer holding the banner of
intolerance and is back in the business of poultry
instead of anti-gay politics.”
According to reports, Chicago Ald. Proco
“Joe” Moreno has struck a deal with Chick-fil-A
that will allow the chain to open in his ward,
after months of controversy that started with
anti-gay comments made by the restaurant’s
chief operating officer, Dan Cathy. According to

Moreno and The Civil Rights Agenda (TCRA),
the company will no longer donate money to
anti-gay organizations and has issued a memo
about respectful treatment of LGBT employees
and customers.
Recently, Chick-fil-A’s Cathy created a
furor when he claimed that those who support
marriage equality for same sex couples are
“inviting God’s judgment on our nation.” The
comments caused several mayors of major cities,
such as Boston, Chicago, and Washington, DC
to express their contempt for the food chain.
The issue reached its apogee when
polarizing political figures, such as Mike
Huckabee and Sarah Palin, sponsored Chickfil-A Appreciation Day. While the corporation
had a single day of huge sales, the controversy
badly tarnished the brand and turned the product
radioactive in America’s major metropolitan
regions.
This controversy extends beyond Cathy’s
comments and includes his more than $5 million
in donations to anti-gay organizations such as
The Family Research Council. His Winshape
Foundation has also contributed to Exodus
International, which has worked in the past to help
people “pray away the gay.”
“The only way for Chick-fil-A to save the
long-term viability of its brand is to publicly
declare its divorce from anti-gay extremists,”
added Besen. “Today’s announcement that it
won’t be funding flagrantly anti-gay organizations
is a good start and we hope to see more of a
commitment to fairness in the future.”
[On the other hand, Gov. Mike Huckabee
claims that CEO Cathy gave him the following
statement: “There continues to be erroneous
implications in the media that Chick-fil-A changed
our practices and priorities in order to obtain
permission for a new restaurant in Chicago.
That is incorrect. Chick-fil-A made no such
concessions, and we remain true to who we are
and who we have been.” Source: OneNewsNow
(http://onenewsnow.com//business/2012/09/21/
nothing%E2%80%99s-changed-at-chick-fil-astill-dignity-respect-for-all)]

California Is First State to
Ban Gay ‘Cure’ for Minors

—Erik Eckholm (http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/01/us/california-bans-therapies-to-cure-gay-minors.html?_r=0)

Published September 30, 2012

California has become the first state to
ban the use for minors of disputed therapies to
“overcome” homosexuality, a step hailed by
gay rights groups across the country that say the
therapies have caused dangerous emotional harm
to gay and lesbian teenagers.
“This bill bans nonscientific ‘therapies’ that
have driven young people to depression and
suicide,” Gov. Jerry Brown said in a statement on
Saturday after he signed the bill into law. “These
practices have no basis in science or medicine,
and they will now be relegated to the dustbin of
quackery.”
The law, which is to take effect on Jan. 1,
states that no “mental health provider” shall
provide minors with therapy intended to change
their sexual orientation, including efforts to
“change behaviors or gender expressions, or to
eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attractions
or feelings toward individuals of the same sex.”
The law was sponsored by State Senator Ted
W. Lieu and supported by a long list of medical
and psychological societies, as well by state and
national advocates for gay rights. Also speaking
up for the ban were former patients who described
emotional scars they said they were left with after
being pushed into the therapy by their parents and
finding that they could not change their sexual
orientation or did not want to.
But some therapists and conservative
religious leaders who promote methods that
they say can reduce homosexual desire have
condemned the new law as a violation of free
choice. They say that it will harm young people
who want to fight homosexual attractions on
religious or other grounds and warn that it will
lead more people to seek help from untrained
amateurs.
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The use of harsh aversion techniques, like
electric shock or nausea-inducing drugs, to combat
homosexual desires has largely disappeared. But
during the last three decades, some psychologists
have refined a theory of “reparative therapy,”
which ties homosexual desires to emotional
wounds in early childhood and, in some cases, to
early sexual abuse.
These therapists say that with proper
treatment, thousands of patients have succeeded
in reducing their homosexual attraction and in
enhancing heterosexual desire, though most
therapists acknowledge that total “cures” are
rare. But their methods have come under growing
attack from gays who say the therapy has led to
guilt, hopelessness, and anger.
Reparative therapists, a small minority
within the mental health profession, united in
1992 in the National Association for Research
and Therapy on Homosexuality, based in Encino,
Calif. The group did not immediately comment
on the new California law, but its leaders have
previously attacked the legislation as based on
politics, not science, and said they would consider
challenging it in court as an unjustified intrusion
into professional practice.
One licensed family therapist and member
of the association, David H. Pickup of Glendale,
Calif., said in a recent interview that the ban
would cause harm to many who want and need the
therapy.
“If boys have been sexually abused and
homosexual feelings that are not authentic later
come up, we have to tell them no, we can’t help
you,” Mr. Pickup said.
Gay and lesbian leaders, along with major
scientific groups, reject such theories outright and
say there is no scientific evidence that inner sexual
attractions can be altered.
“Reparative therapy is junk science being
used to justify religious beliefs,” said Wayne
Besen, the director of Truth Wins Out, a gay
advocacy group.
The California law is a milestone, but only
a first step, Mr. Besen said, because the ideas in
reparative therapy have been widely adopted by

church ministries and
others promoting the
idea that homosexual
urges can be
banished.
Legislators in
New Jersey and a
few other states have
discussed introducing
similar bills to ban
the use of the therapy
for minors, Mr.
Besen said.
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framed their program on so-called reparative
therapy in a way that provided a lengthy
platform for junk science. The first two segments
of the show featured two proponents of socalled reparative therapy, neither of whom was
challenged, at any point, by Dr. Oz or any guests.
These two “ex-gay” activists, however, were
invited to stay and rebut statements by opponents
throughout the rest of the program. NARTH
representative Julie Hamilton was introduced
by Dr. Oz as an “expert” and spoke to countless
parents and youth in the audience, as if NARTH’s
Wayne Besen
work and practices represent legitimate and
acceptable medical practices. Producers held
conversations with GLAAD, GLSEN and PFLAG
National leading up to the episode, but did not
disclose that a representative of NARTH would
—Jointly released by PFLAG, GLSEN, and GLAAD be featured. Although the show also featured
guests who condemned the idea and practice
of “reparative therapy,” Dr. Oz himself never
New York, NY, November 28, 2012—
GLAAD, the nation’s lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
media advocacy and anti-defamation
organization; The Gay, Lesbian
& Straight Education Network
(GLSEN), the leading national
education organization focused on
ensuring safe schools for all students;
and PFLAG National, the nation’s
largest family and ally organization
for LGBT people, today released
a joint statement denouncing the
Dr. Oz Show for airing an episode
debating the merits of so-called
reparative therapy, and positioning
a representative of the discredited
National Association for Research and
Therapy of Homosexuality (NARTH)
as an “expert.” The groups are calling
on Dr. Oz to stand with the entire
medical community against this socalled therapy, and to tell his LGBT
viewers that he does not support the
idea that their sexual orientation should
be “repaired.”
Producers of the Dr. Oz Show

Dr. Oz Rebuked

weighed in, and the audience was misled to
believe that there are actual experts on both sides
of this issue. There are not.
NARTH is a splinter group of anti-gay
therapists/activists, formed in 1992—according
to its founders—in order to “fully understand
the homosexual condition and the factors which
drive this self-destructive behavior.” NARTH
co-founder Charles Socarides called gay people
“a purple menace that is threatening the proper
design of gender distinctions in society.” NARTH
says it supports clients who seek to “diminish their
homosexuality and to develop their heterosexual
potential” through therapy.
This idea, which is NARTH’s main focus,
has been dismissed by every single mainstream
health and welfare organization in the country,
including the American Medical Association, the
American Psychiatric Association, the American
Psychological Association, the American
Counseling Association, the American Academy
of Pediatrics, the National Association of School
Psychologists, and the National Association of
Social Workers. Each of these organizations,
and more, has rejected the notion and practice of
any therapist attempting to change a
client’s sexual orientation.
A coalition of 13 national health,
mental health, education and religious
organizations spearheaded by the
American Psychological Association
produced “Just the Facts About Sexual
Orientation and Youth: A Primer for
Principals, Educators and School
Personnel” in response to concerns
raised by GLSEN in 1999 that
schools and parents were receiving
inaccurate information on the issue of
sexual orientation, particularly about
whether youth can change their sexual
orientation.
“GLSEN would not have
participated in The Dr. Oz Show had
we known that NARTH would be
represented,” said GLSEN Executive
Director Dr. Eliza Byard. “The Dr. Oz
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Show provided a platform to a fringe organization
promoting dangerous and harmful practices that
every major health, mental health, and education
organization has consistently repudiated as
harmful to youth. As we have since 1999, GLSEN
and our partners in the Just the Facts Coalition
will continue to hold the line against dangerous
misinformation that threatens the wellbeing of
youth.”
“This issue is not one that can be discussed
as though both sides are equally valid” said
GLAAD President Herndon Graddick. “The idea
of therapists attempting to change a patient’s
sexual orientation has been proven ineffective and
dangerous, and has been soundly and conclusively
rejected by the entire medical establishment. This
line of thinking is outdated, ultimately harmful,
and in modern media, should be treated like
lobotomies or medical mercury.”
PFLAG National Executive Director Jody
Huckaby agrees with Graddick. “A doctor’s first
oath is to do no harm, and yet by making the
decision to air this show, the harm has already
been done. The doctrine espoused by so-called
“ex-gay” organizations—that gay people can

and should change their
sexual orientation—
has been condemned
by every mainstream
professional medical
and mental health
association. LGBT youth
and their families must
have access to safe and
accurate information, and
all responsible medical
doctors, psychiatrists,
and therapists have a
responsibility to convey
such information, not
offer up dangerous
debunked methods as
legitimate or as fact.
What LGBT youth need
is the love, support, and
acceptance of their parents, families, and friends,
not to be told to change who they are.”
The American Medical Association states
“(We) oppose any psychiatric treatment, such as
“reparative” or “conversion” therapy which is
based upon the assumption that homosexuality per
se is a mental disorder or based upon the a priori
assumption that the patient should change his/her
homosexual orientation.“ The AMA also says that
“most of the emotional disturbance experienced
by gay men and lesbians around their sexual
identity is not based on physiological causes but
rather is due more to a sense of alienation in an
unaccepting environment.”
By presenting former NARTH President
Julie Hamilton as an “expert” on this topic,
Dr. Oz chose to ignore what the actual experts
say, and wrongfully presented this topic to his
audience as an ongoing debate, rather than as the
settled matter that it is within his own medical
community. As someone who is trusted to deliver
sound medical advice by his own patients and an
audience of millions, his failure to do so on this
topic is troubling. We ask that Dr. Oz stand with
his colleagues and peers who oppose “reparative
therapy.”
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Christian Group
Finds Gay Agenda
in Anti-Bullying Day

—Kim Severson
Published: October 14, 2012

On Mix It Up at Lunch Day, school children
around the country are encouraged to hang out
with someone they normally might not speak to.
The program, started 11 years ago by the
Southern Poverty Law Center and now in more
than 2,500 schools, was intended as a way to
break up cliques and prevent bullying.
But this year, the American Family
Association, a conservative evangelical group, has
called the project “a nationwide push to promote
the homosexual lifestyle in public schools” and is
urging parents to keep their children home from
school on Oct. 30, the day most of the schools
plan to participate this year.
The charges, raised in an e-mail to supporters
earlier this month, have caused a handful of
schools to cancel this year’s event and has caught
organizers off guard.
“I was surprised that they completely lied

about what Mix It Up Day is,” said Maureen
Costello, the director of the center’s Teaching
Tolerance project, which organizes the program.
“It was a cynical, fear-mongering tactic.”
The swirl around Mix It Up at Lunch Day
reflects a deeper battle between the Southern
Poverty Law Center, a civil-rights group founded
41 years ago in Montgomery, Ala., and the
American Family Association, a Bible-based
cultural watchdog organization in Tupelo, Miss.
The association says its mission is to fight what it
calls the “increasing ungodliness” in America.
The law center recently added the group
to its national list of active hate groups, which
also includes neo-Nazis, black separatists, and
Holocaust deniers.
Association leaders, in return, have gone on
the offensive, calling the law center a hate group
for oppressing Christian students and claiming
its aim is to shut down groups that oppose
homosexuality.
“The reality is we are
not a hate group. We are
a truth group,” said Bryan
Fischer, director of issue
analysis for [AFA]. “We tell
the truth about homosexual
behavior.”
Although the suggested
activities for Mix It Up at
Lunch Day do not expressly
address gay and lesbian
students, the law center itself
promotes equal treatment for
gays and lesbians, and that
philosophy then informs the
school program, he said.
“Anti-bullying
legislation is exactly the
same,” Mr. Fischer said. “It’s
just another thinly veiled
attempt to promote the
homosexual agenda. No one
is in favor of anyone getting
bullied for any reason, but
these anti-bullying policies
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become a mechanism for punishing Christian
students who believe that homosexual behavior is
not something that should be normalized.”
[However,] the program is not about sexual
orientation but rather about breaking up social
cliques, which are especially evident in a school
cafeteria, Ms. Costello said. In some schools,
cliques are socioeconomic. In others they are
ethnic or religious or based on sexual orientation.
By giving students a way to mix with other
students, self-imposed social barriers can be
broken down and bullying can be curbed, she
said. “Many of the targets of bullying are kids
who are either gay or are perceived as gay,” she
said. But the idea that the program is intended as
homosexual indoctrination is simply wrong, Ms.
Costello added. “We’ve become used to the idea
of lunatic fringe attacks,” she said, “but this one
was complete misrepresentation.”
Parents who are on the American Family
Association e-mail list were encouraged to keep

their children home on that day and to call school
administrators to tell them why.
By Friday, about 200 schools had canceled,
Ms. Costello said. But exactly why was unclear.
Of 20 schools that had canceled and were
contacted by The New York Times, only one
chose to comment. The Chattahoochee County
Education Center in Cusseta, Ga., canceled
because teachers were too busy trying to meet
basic state teaching requirements, said Tabatha
Walton, the principal. “The decision had nothing
to do with taking a position on gay rights,” she
said. “We support diversity.”
Although parents did complain to Kevin
Brady, the head of
the Avon Grove
Charter School in
rural Pennsylvania,
the school is still
planning to hold
Mix it Up at Lunch
Day for its 1,600
students.
Students will
each be assigned
a number and
then paired up by
school officials.
The school has a
large population
of special-needs
students who can feel isolated and thus benefit
greatly from the program, Mr. Brady said.
The school started it a few years ago,
inspired, in part, by the shootings at Columbine
High School in Colorado and examples of bullyrelated violence that surfaced in schools around
the country.
He said the e-mail sent by the association
described a program that had “absolutely no
resemblance to what we do.” Once parents
understood how the program worked, they
decided not keep their children home that day, he
said.
“I think they feel they have been taken for a
bit of a ride,” he said.
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Special Report: 3.4% of
U.S. Adults Identify as
LGBT

—Gary J. Gates and Frank Newport
Published October 18, 2012

PRINCETON, NJ—The inaugural results
of a new Gallup question—posed to more than
120,000 U.S. adults thus far—shows that 3.4%
say “yes” when asked if they identify as lesbian,
gay, bisexual, or transgender.
These results are based on responses to the
question, “Do
you, personally,
identify as lesbian,
gay, bisexual, or
transgender?”
included in
121,290 Gallup
Daily tracking
interviews
conducted between
June 1 and Sept.
30, 2012. This
is the largest
single study of
the distribution
of the [LGBT]
population in the
U.S. on record. By comparison, the General Social
Survey, a project of NORC at the University of
Chicago, asked a sexual orientation question in
its 2008 and 2010 survey of about 2,000 adults
in each year. The U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services’ National Survey of Family
Growth asked a sexual orientation question of
about 12,000 young adults aged 18 to 44 in 2002
and of more than 20,000 adults in its 2006-2010
survey. The 3.4% figure is similar to a 3.8%
estimate made by one of the authors of this study
(Gates), averaging a group of smaller U.S. surveys
conducted from 2004 to 2008.
Exactly who makes up the LGBT community
and how this group should be measured is
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a subject of some debate.
Measuring sexual orientation
and gender identity can be
challenging since these concepts
involve complex social and
cultural patterns. As a group still
subject to social stigma, many
of those who identify as lesbian,
gay, bisexual, or transgender may
not be forthcoming about this
identity when asked about it in a
survey. . . .
Gallup chose the
broad measure of personal
identification as LGBT because
this grouping of four statuses
is commonly used in current
American discourse, and as a
result has important cultural
and political significance.
One obvious limitation of this
approach is that it is not possible
to separately consider differences among lesbians,
gay men, bisexuals, or transgender individuals. A
second limitation is that this approach measures
broad self-identity, and does not measure sexual or
other behavior, either past or present.
The following sections review the
percentage identifying as LGBT across specific

Overall,
the results from this analysis run
counter to some media stereotypes
that portray the LGBT community
as predominantly white, highly
educated, and very wealthy.
subgroups of the U.S. population.

Nonwhite Individuals More Likely to Identify
as LGBT
Nonwhites are more likely than white
segments of the U.S. population to identify as
LGBT. The survey results show that 4.6% of
African-Americans identify as LGBT, along
with 4.0% of Hispanics and 4.3% of Asians[,

as opposed to] 3.2% of white Americans who
identified as LGBT.
Overall, a third of LGBT-identifiers are
nonwhite (33%), compared with 27% of nonLGBT individuals.

Women Are More Likely to Identify as
LGBT Than Are Men

Although the difference is not large, women
are slightly more likely to identify as LGBT
than are men (3.6% vs. 3.3%)—a finding that
is consistent with other surveys. Put differently,
more than 53% of LGBT individuals are women.

Younger Americans More Likely to Identify
as LGBT

Adults aged 18 to 29 (6.4%) are more than
three times as likely as seniors aged 65 and older
(1.9%) to identify as LGBT. Among those aged
30 to 64, LGBT identity declines with age—at
3.2% for 30- to 49-year-olds and 2.6% for 50- to
64-year-olds.
Consistent with other recent studies and with

the gender gap identified earlier in this report,
younger women are more likely to identify as
LGBT than are younger men. Among 18- to
29-year-olds, 8.3% of women identify as LGBT,
compared with 4.6% of men the same age.
It is possible that some of these age
differences are due to a greater reluctance
on the part of older Americans who may be
LGBT to identify as such. In general, younger
Americans are more accepting of equal rights and
opportunities for gay men and lesbians.

LGBT Americans Tend to Have Lower Levels
of Education and Income

Gallup’s analysis shows that identification
as LGBT is highest among Americans with the
lowest levels of education—contrary to what
other, more limited, studies have shown. Among
those with a high school education or less, 3.5%
identify as LGBT, compared with 2.8% of those
with a college degree and 3.2% of those with
postgraduate education. LGBT identification is
highest among those with some college education
but not a college degree, at 4.0%.
A similar pattern is found across income
groups. More than 5% of those with incomes
of less than $24,000 a year identify as LGBT,
a higher proportion than among those
with higher incomes—including 2.8% of
those making $60,000 a year or more.
Among those who report income,
about 16% of LGBT-identified
individuals have incomes above $90,000
per year, compared with 21% of the
overall adult population. Additionally,
35% of those who identify as LGBT
report incomes of less than $24,000 a
year, significantly higher than the 24%
for the population in general. These
findings are consistent with research
showing that LGBT people are at a
higher risk of poverty.
These data also explain why LGBT
Americans are less satisfied with their
standard of living than non-LGBT
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Americans. Nearly three-quarters of non-LGBT
individuals (73%) say they are satisfied with their
standard of living, compared with less than twothirds (65%) of LGBT individuals.
While LGBT men and women may not be
as happy with their current economic situation,
they are more optimistic than their non-LGBT
counterparts about the future. Nearly 59% of
LGBT individuals say their standard of living is
getting better, compared with less than half (49%)
of non-LGBT men and women.

Those in Domestic Partnerships, or NeverMarried Singles More Likely to Be LGBT

Nearly 13% of individuals in a domestic
partnership or living with a partner identify
as LGBT, making this one of the highest
representations of LGBT status of any subgroup
analyzed. Seven percent of single, never-married
individuals identify as LGBT. The percentage of
LGBT individuals among those who are currently
married is lowest of any marital status group, at
1.3%.
The Gallup survey does not include questions
asking about the gender of spouses or partners,
so it is possible that some married LGBT people
have same-sex spouses and is certainly more
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likely that some percentage of those in domestic
partnerships could have a same-sex partner. It’s
also possible that bisexual individuals are married
or living with a different-sex partner.
In total, 20% of LGBT individuals indicate
that they are married and an additional 18% are
in a domestic partnership or living with a partner.
Nearly half (48%) are single and have never
married. Among non-LGBT Americans, 54% are
married, 4% are living with a partner, and 23% are
single and have never married.

LGBT Women as Likely as Non-LGBT
Women to Be Raising Children

LGBT identification
is lower among Americans
with children under age 18
in their home (2.7%) than
it is among those with no
children younger than 18 in
the home (3.9%). But this
difference is largely due to
fewer LGBT men reporting
they have children in the
home. Among women with
children, 3.6% identify
as LGBT (the same as
the 3.6% among women
not raising children). But
among men with children,
1.8% identify as LGBT,
compared with 4.2% of men who do not have
children under 18 in the home.
Looked at differently, the results show that
about 32% of both non-LGBT women and LGBT
women have children under 18 in the home. By
contrast, there is a large difference in child status
across the two groups of men, with LGBT men
about half as likely as other men to have children
in the home—16% vs. 31%, respectively.
Prior research suggests that within the LGBT
population, child-rearing is much more common
among racial and ethnic minorities, a finding
that is substantiated by the current data. More
than 41% of Hispanic and African-American

LGBT women, along with 38% of Asian LGBT
women, are raising children, compared with
28% of white LGBT women. Some of this
reflects the younger average ages of racial and
ethnic groups in the U.S.
Ten percent of LGBT white men are raising
children, compared with 39% of Hispanic
men, 31% of Asian men, and 14% of AfricanAmerican men. Non-LGBT men are more likely
to have children: 29% among whites, 34% of
African-Americans, 44% of Hispanics, and 35%
of Asians.

East and West Regions Are Home to More
LGBT Identifiers

LGBT
identification is
slightly higher in
the East (3.7%) and
the West (3.6%)
than in the Midwest
(3.4%) and the South
(3.2%). This slightly
higher incidence on
both coasts could
be a product of
two factors. More
accepting regions may
attract LGBT people
to move there. But
it may also be the
case that social acceptance in the East and West
means that LGBT people are more willing to
self-identify, because they feel less stigmatized
by their identity.

Implications

This report marks the first step in analyzing
the largest population-based survey of LGBT
Americans ever conducted. Upcoming reports
on Gallup.com will analyze LGBT political
attitudes and perspectives, and review the
impact of self-reported LGBT identity on health
and wellbeing. Gallup will continue to include
the LGBT question in its Daily tracking survey,

which will provide the ability to analyze trends
and correlates of LGBT status in the U.S. across
a wide variety of social, cultural, economic, and
political indicators.
This initial analysis reveals new insights into
the composition of the LGBT community in the
U.S. In particular, the findings challenge both
media and cultural stereotypes to reveal that the
LGBT population is in a number of ways not that
different from the broader U.S. population.
As courts, legislatures, and voters continue
to debate issues like marriage for same-sex
couples, child-rearing rights for LGBT people,
and bans on workplace discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity, these data
provide new and detailed information about the
lives of LGBT Americans and their families. They
offer an unprecedented resource for informing
those debates with facts rather than stereotype or
anecdote.
Gary J. Gates is the Williams Distinguished
Scholar at the Williams Institute, UCLA School
of Law. A national expert in LGBT demographics,
he holds a PhD in Public Policy from the Heinz
College, Carnegie Mellon University.

Survey Methods

Results are based on telephone
interviews conducted as part of the Gallup
Daily tracking survey June 1-Sept. 30,
2012, with a random sample of 121,290
adults, aged 18 and older, living in all 50
U.S. states and the District of Columbia,
selected using random-digit-dial sampling.
For results based on the total sample
of [national adults/registered voters], one
can say with 95% confidence that the
maximum margin of sampling error is <±1
percentage point.
Interviews are conducted with
respondents on landline telephones
and cellular phones, with interviews
conducted in Spanish for respondents
who are primarily Spanish-speaking.
Each sample includes a minimum quota
of 400 cell phone respondents and 600
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landline respondents per 1,000 national adults,
with additional minimum quotas among landline
respondents by region. Landline telephone
numbers are chosen at random among listed
telephone numbers. Cell phone numbers are
selected using random-digit-dial methods.
Landline respondents are chosen at random within
each household on the basis of which member had
the most recent birthday.
Samples are weighted by gender, age, race,
Hispanic ethnicity, education, region, adults in
the household, and phone status (cell phone only/
landline only/both, cell phone mostly, and having
an unlisted landline number). Demographic
weighting targets are based on the March 2011
Current Population Survey figures for the aged
18 and older non-institutionalized population
living in U.S. telephone households. All reported
margins of sampling error include the computed
design effects for weighting and sample design.
In addition to sampling error, question
wording and practical difficulties in conducting
surveys can introduce error or bias into the
findings of public opinion polls.
For more details on Gallup’s polling
methodology, visit www.gallup.com.

Gay Marriage
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In Maryland and Washington, gay-marriage
laws were approved by lawmakers and signed by
—Associated Press [11/07/12]
the governors this year, but opponents gathered
enough signatures to challenge the laws.
Altering the course of U.S social policy,
Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley, who
Maine and Maryland became the first states to
campaigned vigorously for the marriage
approve same-sex marriage by popular vote. . . .
measure, spoke to a jubilant crowd in Baltimore.
The outcomes for those ballot measures
Christopher Wold, 31, danced with his partner of
Tuesday were a milestone for persistent but often
four years after the result became clear. He said
thwarted advocacy groups and activists. . . .
they would like to marry now that it’s legal in
The results in Maine and Maryland broke
Maryland.
a 32-state streak, dating to 1998, in which gay
“It feels so good to be accepted by so many
marriage had been rebuffed by every state that
people of all different backgrounds,” he said. “It
voted on it. They will become the seventh and
just feels wonderful.”
eighth states to allow same-sex couples to marry.
The president of the most active advocacy
In another gay-rights victory, Minnesota
group opposing same-sex marriage, Brian Brown
voters defeated a proposed constitutional
of the National Organization for Marriage, insisted
amendment that would banned same-sex marriage Tuesday’s results did not mark a watershed
in the state. Similar measures were approved in
moment.
30 other states, most recently in North Carolina in
“At the end of the day, we’re still at 32
May.
victories,” he said. “Just because two extreme
“The tide has turned: When voters have the
blue states vote for gay marriage doesn’t mean the
opportunity to really hear directly from loving,
Supreme Court will create a constitutional right
committed same-sex couples and their families,
for it out of thin air.”
they voted for fairness,” said Rick Jacobs of the
Heading into the election, gay marriage was
Courage Campaign, a California-based gay rights legal in six states and the District of Columbia, in
group. “Those who oppose the freedom to marry
each case the result of legislation or court orders,
for committed couples are clearly on the wrong
not by a vote of the people.
side of history.”
Washington state also voted on a
measure to legalize same-sex marriage,
though results were not expected until
Wednesday at the soonest. . . .
The gay-rights victories come on
the heels of numerous national polls
that, for the first time, show a majority
of Americans supporting same-sex
marriage.
Maine’s referendum marked the
first time that gay-rights supporters put
same-sex marriage to a popular vote.
They collected enough signatures to
schedule the vote, hoping to reverse
a 2009 referendum that quashed a
gay-marriage law enacted by the
Legislature.

A Second Appeals Court
Calls Marriage Law
Unfair to Gays
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of same-sex couples, even though New York State
law makes no such distinction.
Mrs. Windsor, who filed the lawsuit in
November 2010, married her longtime partner,
Thea Spyer, in Canada in 2007. The two had been
—Timothy Williams together for 44 years.
Though the marriage was recognized in
Published October 18, 2012
New York, when Mrs. Spyer died in 2009, Mrs.
Windsor was not able to claim a deduction for a
A federal appeals court in Manhattan ruled
federal estate tax that is available for the surviving
on Thursday that the federal statute defining
partner of a marriage between heterosexuals.
marriage as a union between a man and a woman
unlawfully discriminates against same-sex married Mrs. Windsor, who had been the sole beneficiary
of Mrs. Spyer’s estate, was forced to pay $363,053
couples by denying them equal federal benefits.
in estate taxes. When she requested a refund, the
The United States Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit is the second federal appeals court Internal Revenue Service rejected her claim, citing
federal marriage law.
to reject a central portion of the federal law, the
Judge Dennis Jacobs, who wrote the majority
Defense of Marriage Act, following the United
opinion, said the federal law was “not related to an
States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, in
important government interest,” concluding that
Boston, which handed down its ruling in May.
“homosexuals are not in a position to adequately
But this decision on Thursday is the first
protect themselves from the discriminatory wishes
time that an appeals court has subjected the law
to a relatively tough test for constitutionality that, of the majoritarian public.”
The statute, approved by Congress and signed
in effect, elevates issues of sexual orientation to
by
President
Bill Clinton, denies recognition of
the constitutional level of cases involving sexual
same-sex marriages by the federal government.
discrimination.
In the intervening years, however, several states,
[Mark Karlin, editor of BuzzFlash (http://www.
truth-out.org/buzzflash/commentary/item/17584-doma-defeat-is-aincluding New York, have approved same-sex
victory-for-marriage-for-all) remarks, “Jonathan Copehart
marriage, though others have passed laws banning
of the Washington Post may have been on a legal
it.
high when he wrote, ‘The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court
In February 2011, the Obama administration
of Appeals in New York slammed another nail in
determined that the provision of the law that
the coffin of the so-called Defense of Marriage
prevents the federal government from recognizing
Act on Thursday. The noxious 1996 federal law
same-sex marriages was unconstitutional,
defines marriage as being between one man and
and President Obama said he had directed the
one woman, thus denying same-sex families the
Department of Justice not to defend that aspect of
right to marry and the same financial and legal
the law in court.
stability afforded straight couples who marry. It’s
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg of New York,
flat-out discrimination. And by a 2-to-1 vote, the
who with City Council Speaker Christine C.
appeals court agreed.’”]
Quinn, had filed a joint amicus brief supporting
...
the lawsuit, said in a statement Thursday that
Two of the three judges on the Manhattan
the ruling represented “an important step in
court ruled in favor of Edith Windsor, an 83-year- ensuring [that] the rights of men and women are
old woman whose case challenged the 1996
not dependent upon who they love and who they
statute, saying it violated the Constitution’s
chose to spend their lives with.”
equal-protection clause because it recognizes the
He added, “We have much more to do, but
marriages of heterosexual couples but not those
we are another step further on the road to a more
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perfect union for all Americans.”
Mrs. Quinn, who married her partner in May,
called the marriage law “an indefensible assault
on our civil liberties. . . .”
Same-sex marriage is on the ballot this
November in Maryland, Maine, Minnesota, and
Washington State.
In the Massachusetts appellate decision from
earlier this year, Judge Michael Boudin wrote
about the court’s concerns over Congress’s “effort
to put a thumb on the scales and influence a state’s
decision as to how to shape its own marriage
laws.”
He concluded that “only the Supreme Court
can finally decide this unique case.”  [When that
happens, according to Mark Karlin, Editor of
BuzzFlash, “it is likely that DOMA will be upheld
on a 5-4 vote. But . . . increased social acceptance
of non-traditional . . . marriage. . . . will eventually
force [DOMA’s] repeal.”]

colleagues who have come to believe capital
punishment is unconstitutional. The framers of the
Constitution didn't think so and neither does he.
"The death penalty? Give me a break. It's
easy. Abortion? Absolutely easy. Nobody ever
thought the Constitution prevented restrictions
on abortion. Homosexual sodomy? Come on. For
200 years, it was criminal in every state," Scalia
said at the American Enterprise Institute.  He
contrasted his style of interpretation with that of
a colleague who tries to be true to the values of
the Constitution as he applies them to a changing
world. This imaginary justice goes home for
dinner and tells his wife what a wonderful day
he had, Scalia said.  This imaginary justice,
Scalia continued, announces that it turns out "`the
Constitution means exactly what I think it ought
to mean.' No kidding."
As he has said many times before, the
justice said the people should turn to their elected
lawmakers, not judges, to advocate for abortion
rights or an end to the death penalty. Or they
should try to change the Constitution, although
Scalia said the Constitution makes changing
—Associated Press it too hard by requiring 38 states to ratify an
http://onenewsnow.com//ap/united-states/scalia-says- amendment for it to take effect.  "It is very
abortion-gay-rights-are-easy-cases difficult to adopt a constitutional amendment,"
Scalia said. He once calculated that less than 2
Justice Antonin Scalia says his method
percent of the U.S. population, residing in the 13
of interpreting the
least populous states, could stop an amendment,
Constitution makes
he said.  In a lengthy question-and-answer session,
some of the most
Scalia once again emphatically denied there's
hotly disputed issues
a rift among the court's conservative justices
that come before the
following Chief Justice John Roberts' vote to
Supreme Court among
uphold President Barack Obama's health care law.
the easiest to resolve.
Scalia dissented from Roberts' opinion.  "Look
Scalia calls himself
it, do not believe anything you read about the
a "textualist" and, as
internal workings of the Supreme Court," he
he related to a few
said. "It is either a lie because the press knows
hundred people who
we won't respond—they can say whatever they
came to buy his new
like and we won't respond—or else it's based on
book and hear him
information from someone who has violated his
speak in Washington the other day, that means he
oath of confidentiality, that is to say, a non-reliable
applies the words in the Constitution as they were source. So one way or another it is not worthy of
understood by the people who wrote and adopted
belief."  "We can disagree with one another on the
them.  So Scalia parts company with former
law without taking it personally," he said.

Scalia on Constitutionality

Scalia

Boeing Thumbs Nose
at Same-Sex Unions
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—Igo Volsky, Think Progress News Report
(http://www.nationofchange.org/boeing-won-t-offerpension-benefits-same-sex-couples-1353855368)
Published: Sunday 25 November 2012

[Ray] Goforth explains that his union has
long sought equal pension benefits for same-sex
domestic partners, to no avail. But since voters
approved same sex marriage—establishing parity
with married straight couples—Goforth re-framed
the proposal to apply to his union’s gay Boeing
employees who wed. “Their answer was that they
had no intention of granting pension survivor
benefits to legally married same-sex couples
because they didn’t have to,” Goforth explains.
Boeing representatives told him that pensions are
governed by federal law, which doesn’t recognize
same-sex marriage, thereby trumping the state law
on the matter.
“We were profoundly disappointed to see
that they would use a loophole to engage in
institutionalized discrimination,” Goforth says.

Same-Sex Wedding
at West Point

— http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/12/01/westpoint-chapel-hosts-i_n_2224840.html
Published 12/2/12

Cadet Chapel, the landmark Gothic church
that is a center for spiritual life at the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, hosted its first same-sex

wedding Saturday.
Penelope Gnesin and Brenda Sue Fulton, a
West Point graduate, exchanged vows in the regal
church in an afternoon ceremony, attended by
about 250 guests and conducted by a senior Army
chaplain.
The two have been together for 17 years.
They had a civil commitment ceremony that didn’t
carry any legal force in 1999 and had long hoped
to formally tie the knot. The way was cleared last
year, when New York legalized same-sex marriage
and President Barack Obama lifted the “Don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy prohibiting openly gay people
from serving in the military.
The brides both live in New Jersey and would
have preferred to have the wedding there, but the
state doesn’t allow gay marriage.
“We just couldn’t wait any longer,” Fulton
told The Associated Press in a phone interview
Saturday.
Cadet Chapel was a more-than-adequate
second choice, she said.
“It has a tremendous history, and it is
beautiful. That’s where I first heard and said
the cadet prayer,” Fulton said, referring to the
invocation that says, “Make us to choose the
harder right instead of the easier wrong,
and never to be content with a half-truth
when the whole can be won.”
The ceremony was the second
same-sex wedding at West Point. Last
weekend, two of Fulton’s friends, a
young lieutenant and her partner, were
married in another campus landmark, the
small Old Cadet Chapel in West Point’s
cemetery.
Fulton has campaigned against the ban on
gays in the military as a member of two groups
representing gay and lesbian servicemen and
servicewomen. She graduated from West Point
in 1980, a member of the first class to include
women.
She served with the Army Signal Corps in
Germany and rose to the rank of captain, but
she left the service in 1986 partly because she
wanted to be open about her sexual orientation.
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Obama appointed her last year to the U.S. Military
Academy’s Board of Visitors.
Fulton said the only hassle involved in
arranging her ceremony came when she was
initially told that none of West Point’s chaplains
was authorized by his or her denomination to
perform same-sex weddings.
Luckily, Fulton said, they were able to call
on a friend, Army Chaplain Col. J. Wesley Smith.
He is the senior Army chaplain at Dover Air
Force Base, where he presides over the solemn
ceremonies held when the bodies of soldiers killed
in action overseas return to U.S. soil.
The couple added other military trappings
swords aloft over the newlyweds as they emerge
to their wedding, including a tradition called the
from the church.
saber arch, where officers or cadets hold their

Can Pepsi Save Uganda?

— Kaytee Riek, SumOfUs.org
E-mail 12/04/12

In Uganda, it’s already illegal to be
gay. But some government officials—with
support from American evangelicals—want
to take government-sanctioned homophobia
a step further. They’ve proposed the AntiHomosexuality Bill that would, among other
things, institute the death penalty for repeated
same-sex activity, which the bill’s author has
dubbed “aggravated homosexuality.”
This bill could pass any day now—a
“Christmas gift” to Uganda, in the words of the
Speaker of Uganda’s Parliament.
But our allies on the ground tell us that if
Pepsi, which has a huge presence in Uganda,
speaks out against the bill and the harmful effect
it would have on investment and economic
development in Uganda, it would force Ugandan
officials to put the bill on hold—or even pull it
entirely.
As citizen-consumers, we have tremendous
influence over Pepsi. It has customers all over the
world—meaning that, unlike the MPs in Uganda
who are pushing this bill, Pepsi cares what we
think and say about them. And for this piece of

legislation, our position is clear—Pepsi must
use its power as a major company in Uganda to
communicate clearly to Ugandan legislators that
this hateful bill must be stopped.
The goal of this bill isn’t secret. David
Bahati, the bill’s author, has said publicly
that he believes every single gay person in
Uganda should be killed. Bahati has extensive,
well-documented ties to a secretive group of
evangelicals called The Family that includes
American Senators and well-known American
pastors. When he initially proposed the bill two
years ago, a global outcry forced the government
to drop consideration of the bill last May. But
now it’s back—and all of our voices are needed
to stop this bill once and for all.
Let’s band together to stop this hateful piece
of legislation in its tracks. Click here to sign our
petition telling Pepsi to speak out now.
Pepsi is a big deal in Uganda. Through
its subsidiary Crown Beverages Ltd., Pepsi
has grown to be one of the largest beverage
companies in the country, seeing its market share
grow year after year. According to the Ugandan
Prime Minister, Pepsi is making a “great
contribution . . . to the growth of our economy
in Uganda and to the well-being of our people.”
If Pepsi speaks out against this bill, Ugandan
officials who are pushing this bill through will

have to stop and listen.
This isn’t the first time Pepsi has
had the chance to distance itself from
homophobia in the wake of consumer
concern. After Pepsi was caught
sponsoring a concert in Kampala by
Beenie Man, an artist who gets rich
spouting homophobic lyrics, Pepsi was
forced to back away from its sponsorship
of the concert.
Now, Pepsi is silent on one of the
most horrific pieces of legislation ever
considered, and it won’t speak out against
the “Kill the Gays” bill unless we make it.
Can you add your name to our
petition demanding Pepsi publicly reject the
Ugandan Anti-Homosexuality Bill now?
Thanks for standing up for LGBTI
Ugandans,
Kaytee, Rob and the rest of us
P.S. Rumors are flying that the the death
penalty has been removed from the bill. That
could happen during floor debate in Parliament,
and it might be a strategy that Bahati, the bill’s
author, is planning to use in order to seem

Gay/Straight Coalition
Plans Informational
Meeting Downtown
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more “moderate”. But, this bill will have a
horrific effect even without the death penalty—
the legislation, for instance, creates massive
incentives for a person to claim to be a “victim of
homosexuality” in order to avoid prosecution if
caught engaging in the overly broad definition of
homosexual activity, which includes such benign
acts as holding hands or accidentally bumping
into someone. Click here to add your name to our
petition calling for Pepsi to unequivocally oppose
this legislation publicly, with or without the
death– penalty’s inclusion.

One of the group’s goals is to create a
monthly newsletter for the community that will be
available in the local bars, bookstores, and coffee
houses, that will offer “GLBT events, resources,
and events happening in the GLBT community
—Staff report and our straight allies we support,” according to a
coalition press release.
Published: Vindicator Sun, December 2, 2012
The coalition is forming executive and
advisory
boards that will comprise both gay and
There will be an informational first meeting
straight men and women. There will be no dues
of the newly formed Mahoning Valley Gay/
required for membership.
Straight Coalition from noon to 2 p.m. Saturday
All money for the coalition and its activities
[12/08] at The Lemon Grove, 110 W. Federal St.
will be through donations, grants, and fundraisers.
The group is planning an official launch in
The coalition also plans to award a
January.
community cup for the Mahoning Valley’s GLBT
Scott Fullerton, former chairman of the
bars’ participation in events and fundraising;
Mahoning Valley Pride Center, is president and
a GLBT Organization of the Year, where they
founding member of the coalition.

will receive a $500 donation to the group; and a
community spirit award that will be given to both
a GLBT and an ally person for their work in the
community for the past year.
All awards will be given at a yearly banquet
to be in February of each year.
For information on the initial meeting, or
to volunteer to be on the executive or advisory
boards, email mvgaystraightcoalition@yahoo.
com. Look for the group on Facebook and Twitter.
The website will be up and running by Jan. 1.
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Retirement Party
for Jean Engle
A reception to celebrate the retirement
of Jean Engle, assistant director of Marketing
and Communications, will be held 1 to 4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 14, in the Office of Marketing and
Communications on the first floor of Tod Hall.
Join us in celebrating Jean’s career in service to
the university.

Invective Pages

Ye faint of heart, turn o’er the leaf!
views you espouse neglect to consider several
fundamental key points, which I will outline in
great detail (you may want to hire an intern to
help you with the longer words):
1. As I suspect you have not read the
Constitution, I would like to remind you that
—http://deadspin.com/
the very first, the VERY FIRST Amendment in
this founding document deals with the freedom
Baltimore Ravens linebacker Brendon
of speech, particularly the abridgment of said
Ayanbadejo has spoken out in favor of a Maryland freedom. By using your position as an elected
ballot initiative that would legalize gay marriage.
official (when referring to your constituents so as
Yahoo has published a letter that Maryland state
to implicitly threaten the Ravens organization)
delegate Emmett C. Burns Jr. wrote last week
to state that the Ravens should “inhibit such
to Ravens owner Steve Bisciotti, urging him to
expressions from your employees,” more
“inhibit such expressions from your employee.”
specifically Brendon Ayanbadejo, not only are
This is Minnesota Vikings punter Chris Kluwe’s
you clearly violating the First Amendment, you
response to Burns.
also come across as a narcissistic fromunda stain.
Dear Emmett C. Burns Jr.,
What on earth would possess you to be so mindI find it inconceivable that you are an elected boggingly stupid? It baffles me that a man such
official of Maryland’s state government. Your
as yourself, a man who relies on that same First
vitriolic hatred and bigotry make me ashamed
Amendment to pursue your own religious studies
and disgusted to think that you are in any way
without fear of persecution from the state, could
responsible for shaping policy at any level. The

“They Won’t Magically Turn You Into A
Lustful Cockmonster”: Chris Kluwe Explains
Gay Marriage to the Politician Who Is
Offended by an NFL Player Supporting It

somehow justify stifling another person’s right to
speech. To call that hypocritical would be to do
a disservice to the word. Mindfucking obscenely
hypocritical starts to approach it a little bit.
2. “Many of your fans are opposed to such
a view and feel it has no place in a sport that is
strictly for pride, entertainment, and excitement.”
Holy fucking shitballs. Did you seriously just
say that, as someone who’s “deeply involved in
government task forces on the legacy of slavery
in Maryland”? Have you not heard of Kenny
Washington? Jackie Robinson? As recently as
1962 the NFL still had segregation, which was
only done away with by brave athletes and
coaches daring to speak their mind and do the
right thing, and you’re going to say that political
views have “no place in a sport”? I can’t even
begin to fathom the cognitive dissonance that
must be coursing through your rapidly addled
mind right now; the mental gymnastics your brain
has to tortuously contort itself through to make
such a preposterous statement are surely worthy
of an Olympic gold medal (the Russian judge
gives you a 10 for “beautiful oppressionism”).
3. This is more a personal quibble of mine,
but why do you hate freedom? Why do you hate
the fact that other people want a chance to live
their lives and be happy, even though they may
believe in something different than you, or act
different than you? How does gay marriage, in
any way shape or form, affect your life? If gay
marriage becomes legal, are you worried that all
of a sudden you’ll start thinking about penis? “Oh
shit. Gay marriage just passed. Gotta get me some
of that hot dong action!” Will all of your friends
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suddenly turn gay and refuse to come to your
Sunday Ticket grill-outs? (Unlikely, since gay
people enjoy watching football too.)
I can assure you that gay people getting
married will have zero effect on your life. They
won’t come into your house and steal your
children. They won’t magically turn you into a
lustful cockmonster. They won’t even overthrow
the government in an orgy of hedonistic
debauchery because all of a sudden they have the
same legal rights as the other 90 percent of our
population—rights like Social Security benefits,
child care tax credits, Family and Medical Leave
to take care of loved ones, and COBRA healthcare
for spouses and children. You know what
having these rights will make gays? Full-fledged
American citizens just like everyone else, with the
freedom to pursue happiness and all that entails.
Do the civil-rights struggles of the past 200 years
mean absolutely nothing to you?
In closing, I would like to say that I hope this
letter, in some small way, causes you to reflect
upon the magnitude of the colossal foot in mouth
clusterfuck you so brazenly unleashed on a man
whose only crime was speaking out for something
he believed in. Best of luck in the next election;
I’m fairly certain you might need it.
Sincerely, Chris Kluwe
P.S. I’ve also been vocal as hell about the
issue of gay marriage so you can take your “I
know of no other NFL player who has done what
Mr. Ayanbadejo is doing” and shove it in your
close-minded, totally lacking in empathy piehole
and choke on it. Asshole.

Submissions
The Youngstown Area PFLAG Rag needs your
input. There are four annual issues, having the
following deadlines: March 1, June 1, September 1,
December 1. Send submissions (including pictures) to
tcopeland@neo.rr.com or to
Youngstown Area PFLAG
313 N. Belle Vista Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44509

Disclaimer

The views expressed
in these pages are

Meetings are held the
second Tuesday of
every month at 6:30
in the Parish House of
St. John’s Episcopal
Church (lower level),
323 Wick Avenue,
Youngstown, OH.

