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NARTH Co-Founder
Surrenders Medical License

—Wayne Besen, Truth Wins Out, 03/31/16

Psychiatrist Benjamin Kaufman, MD,
surrendered his medical license on October
7, 2015, to the Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs. He is the cofounder of the National Association for Research
and Therapy of Homosexuality, a notorious group
of discredited practitioners who promote the
outdated idea that homosexuality is a disease that
can be cured. NARTH, which has since rebranded
itself The Alliance of Therapeutic Choice and
Scientific Integrity, has deliberately concealed the
misconduct of its co-founder for six months.

Pride Center
Hosts Trans Meeting
On March 26 the Mahoning Valley Pride
Center held a general membership meeting
at the First Unitarian-Universalist Church of
Youngstown. The topic of discussion was
transgender medical issues. Special guests were
Nancy Walker McCain and Kage Jonas Coven.
Kage spoke candidly about his transition
and the lack of surgeons in our immediate area
(his surgery was performed in Philadelphia).
Nancy Walker, a professor of psychology and
sociology as well as a clinical counselor and
member of the clergy, spoke of the challenges
facing transgender persons, especially the young.
The meeting was attended by seven persons.

Poll

President:
Marguerite Felice
Vice-President:
Shavar Johnson
Secretary:
Sandy Driscoll
Treasurer:
Steven Schildcrout
Trustee:
Toni Schildcrout
Newsletter Editor:
Thomas Copeland

Columbus Business First
asks, should Ohio have a law
banning discrimination against
LGBT employees?
Ohio is one of 28 states
without a statewide law
banning discrimination against
LGBTQ people at work, in access to housing, and
in public accommodations. Some cities have these
protections, but that only covers a small number
of Ohioans. So far we’re in the lead in
this poll – 77% yes to 21% no. Add
your vote in support now by clicking the
porthole!

Warning
In January, the ACLU warned Ohioans, “You
can still be evicted and fired simply because of
who you love and how you express your gender
Nearly 100 anti-equality bills across the U.S.
have already been filed.”

Out & About
On Thursday, 02/25,
Out & About met at Luva
Bella on Rte 224 for a wine
& cheese party and a tour of the winery. Contact
Ken and Pam <outandaboutyoungstown@gmail.
com> to find out about future events.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
From: PFLAG Youngstown, Ohio
Parents, Families, Friends, and Allies
United with LGBT People to Move Equality Forward!

Project: PFLAG Youngstown is offering a grant of $500 for college students to create a video production
suitable for TV, cable, internet, and social media. The production should encourage participation in PFLAG
activities by those seeking peer support and those able to provide it.
Professional Commitment Requirements: A producer who will serve as team leader will direct the
entire project from creation to completion and is responsible for the selection and management of a
production team capable of contributing to the project elements. Aspects of the production will include
the following:
1. concept development working with representatives from PFLAG Youngstown
2. recruiting talent and selecting a production team, under supervision
3. script development
4. budget management and production of the project
5. project editing and assembly
6. final product execution
The individual submitting the proposal should be willing to function as the producer/team leader of the
project. It is not a requirement that individuals involved in this production be members of the LGBTQ
community. However, those involved in the project must remain sensitive to LGBTQ issues and needs
and will be expected to familiarize themselves with concepts associated with this project. Individuals
must agree to abide by PFLAG Youngstown’s non-discrimination commitment.
Project Support: PFLAG Youngstown will provide up to $500 to support the cost of materials and
production. Members of PFLAG Youngstown will be available to provide information and assistance with
the project throughout production.
Contact PFLAG Youngstown to Express Interest: A formal letter expressing interest in this project
must be submitted to PFLAG Youngstown. The letter may be emailed to Award Committee
at youngstownareapflag@gmail.com or mailed via U.S. Mail to Award Committee, 2201 Goleta Avenue,
Youngstown, Ohio 44504. The letter must include the name of the interested individual, U. S. mailing
address, email address, and phone number. It must also identify the writer’s enrollment in an institution
of higher learning in Eastern Ohio or Western Pennsylvania. A letter of interest should also identify
relevant education and media production experience applicable to the scope of this project.
Deadline and More Information: This request for proposal will remain open until an appropriate
producer/team leader is chosen. PFLAG Youngstown reserves the right to withdraw the request for
proposal at any time in the future as needed. Complete details at www.youngstownareapflag.org .
More information about PFLAG Youngstown and PFLAG in the United States is available on line:
PFLAG Youngstown www.youngstownpflag.org and PFLAG National www.pflag.org .
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Dues Are Due

—Steven Schildcrout

We welcome new memberships as well as renewals that were not made at the regular time last fall.
Donations, of course, are welcome any time.
PFLAG’s new fiscal year runs October 1, 2015 to September 30, 2016. To join or to renew
your membership, take advantage of paying electronically and securely by credit or debit card
through PayPal from our Website http://www.youngstownpflag.org/ Just click the “Donate”
button, and proceed. If we don’t have your current contact information, please send an email to
youngstownareapflag@gmail.com with the information requested below. A similar information form
can be downloaded from the Website and attached to your email.
If you prefer to mail us a check, please include also the information requested below.
From your $25 dues (per household), we send $15 to National, and our chapter uses the remaining
$10. There is no extra charge to receive our quarterly newsletter by email. Please consider an
additional tax deductible donation, which will fund our local programs, awards, brochures, supplies,
and meeting expenses. We depend on your continuing support. Thank you!
(
(
(
(
(
(

)
)
)
)
)
)

New
Renewal
Change of contact information. Please fill in form below.
$25.00 Household membership for fiscal year 2015-16
$5.00 Newsletter postal subscription (if you don’t receive it electronically)
$_________ Additional donation

Total payment $___________
Please make your check payable to Youngstown Area PFLAG.

Name______________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Email __________________________

Phone____________________

Mail to

Youngstown Area PFLAG
2201 Goleta Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44504

If you have a question about dues or your membership status, please contact us at youngstownareapflag@gmail.
com.

What Is PFLAG?
Our Vision

We, the parents, families and friends of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons,
celebrate diversity and envision a society that
embraces everyone, including those of diverse
sexual orientations and gender identities. Only with
respect, dignity and equality for all will we reach
our full potential as human beings, individually and
collectively. PFLAG welcomes the participation and
support of all who share in, and hope to realize this
vision.

Our Mission

PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons, their
families and friends through: support, to cope with
an adverse society; education, to enlighten an ill-informed public; and advocacy, to end discrimination
and to secure equal civil rights. Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays provides opportunity for
dialogue about sexual orientation and gender identity,
and acts to create a society that is healthy and respectful of human diversity.

3.

4.
5.

6.
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ination, regardless of their real or perceived gender identity or sexual orientation or that of their
families.
Make our vision and our message accessible to the
broadest range of ethnic and cultural communities,
ending the isolation of families with lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender family members within
those communities.
Work toward full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons within their chosen
communities of faith.
Create a society in which all LGBT persons may
openly and safely pursue the career path of their
choice, and may be valued and encouraged to grow
to their full potential in the workplace.
Create a society in which all lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender persons may enjoy, in every aspect of their lives, full civil and legal equality and
may participate fully in all the rights, privileges
and obligations of full citizenship in this country.

We welcome the participation and support of all who
share in our Vision and Mission and who hope to
realize our goals.
—See more at: http://community.pflag.org/page.aspx?pid=237#sthash.WpB2s9T6.dpuf

Our Strategic Goals

1. Build the capacity of our organization at every
level so that we may have all the resources, in the
form of information, people and funding, necessary to move forward in our work with the greatest
possible effect.
2. Create a world in which our young people may
grow up and be educated with freedom from fear
of violence, bullying and other forms of discrim-

Submissions
The Youngstown Area PFLAG Rag needs your
input. There are four issues annually, having the
following deadlines: March 1, June 1, September 1,
December 1. Send submissions (including pictures) to
tcopeland@neo.rr.com or to
Youngstown Area PFLAG
313 N. Belle Vista Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44509

Join Us
If you are joining as a new member, please
send your name, email, postal address, and phone
number to youngstownpflag@aol.com. You may
submit your dues payment of $25 per household
plus any optional donation using PayPal at our
website: http://www.youngstownpflag.org.

Meetings are held
the second Tuesday
of every month at
6:30 in the Parish
House of St. John’s
Disclaimer
Episcopal Church
The views expressed
(lower level), 323
in these pages are not
Wick Avenue,
necessarily those of the
executive board, editor, or Youngstown, OH.
chapter.

Calendar

Tue. Apr. 12, 6:30 PFLAG Meeting, St. John’s:
HIV in the Community: Progress and
Challenges. Linda Titus, director of Casa
Madre, and Dan Wakefield, director of special
projects for the Ursuline Sisters’ HIV/AIDS
ministry, will speak about the programs and
services the ministry offers for children and
families, challenges faced by those with HIV/
AIDS, and the effects of current Ohio law on
this population, including several local cases.
Find out what’s really going on in the trenches
with a disease that has become somewhat
invisible in recent years.
Sat. Apr. 16, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Ohio State
PFLAG conference in Akron. Tickets $36.87
Tue. May 10, 6:30 PFLAG Meeting, St. John’s
• The Rev. Gayle Cantinella will speak about
the Episcopal Church’s history, policies and
current position on LGBT issues.
• Elections to the board. New applicants
welcome.
May 14, 7:00: Pride Center Movie Night: Eyes
Wide Open, First Unitarian-Universalist
Church of Youngstown. A married, Orthodox
Jerusalem butcher and Jewish father of four
falls in love with his handsome, 22-year-old
male apprentice, triggering the suspicions of
his wife and the disapproval of his Orthodox
community.
Tue. Jun. 14, 6:30 PFLAG Meeting, St. John’s
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Mineshaft Calendar

Friday, April 1
April Fools blackout party
Thursday, April 7
National Beer Day to
celebrate end of prohibition happy hour all
night long
Friday, April 15
Nothing Left but
Underwear party
Friday, April 22
Earth Day and full moon
party
The Mineshaft opens at 3 pm on Sundays, 5 pm
all other days.
Sunday’s special pricing of food:
$1 Hot Dogs
$1 Sliders
$2 Hamburgers
$5 NY Strip Steaks
Roth less burger: served on small buns with a nice
sized pickle
Manning burger: with the ham covered in egg
$1 Sides: Small Fries, Small Salad, Baked Potato,
Baked Beans, Green Beans, chili

Order tickets: https://giveto.sageusa.org/pages/events/2016rufus-carnegie-hall?srctid=1&erid=1293207&trid=f27bb

To the Individual Who
Scrawled “Faggots” into
Our Door:
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We regret to inform you that you completely failed
to use glitter paint and/or sequins, your work looked
rushed, and your handwriting was positively atrocious.
It is for these reasons that we had to remove your work
from our door with sandpaper.
Fabulously yours,
The Gays In Apt. 611.
— Leslie Salzillo
12/29/14 AT 05:25 AM PST Daily Kos

and intimate touching.” People who undergo
conversion therapy have been found to be at
higher risk of depression, alienation from family,
anxiety, and suicide. Children forced to go
through the therapy are at even higher risk.
Last year, the Southern Poverty Law
Center successfully sued a company performing
conversion therapy in New Jersey for consumer
fraud for offering fraudulent and unconscionable
services it claimed could change clients from
gay to straight. The judge in the trial blocked
conversion therapy “experts” from testifying
because their opinions were based on the
assumption that being gay is a disorder. It was
a landmark ruling that highlighted just how
dangerous this “therapy” can be.
Sens. Patty Murray and Cory Booker,
together with Reps. Ted Lieu and Jackie Speier,
are calling on the FTC to ban conversion
therapy. The more people who speak out, the
more powerful their message will be: http://act.
credoaction.com/sign/Ban_Conversion_Therapy

SAGE Matters Reports
LGBT older adults are more likely to be
isolated from their families, twice as likely to live
by themselves, half as likely to be checked in on
by a friend or family member, and four times as
likely to be childless alongside their heterosexual
counterparts. They also encounter higher rates of
social isolation and higher poverty rates than their
heterosexual counterparts. SAGE urges Congress
to update the Older American Act to include
Thanks to GoGoGoEverton, Daily Kos,
03/15/13 · 4:14 PM EDT LGBT older people as a population of “greatest
social need” so they can receive the services and
resources they deserve. Get quick facts via this
infographic.

Ban Conversion Therapy

—Heidi Hess, CREDO Action, 03/10/16

Conversion therapy has been discredited
by nearly every major medical, psychological,
psychiatric, social work, and professional counseling
organization in the country. It’s based on . . . junk
science and uses . . . “violent role play, reenactment
of past abuses, and exercises involving nudity

Transgender Issues
Recognized on Capitol Hill
—Amanda Terkel, Ruby Mellen, Huffington Post,
11/17/15

[In November the House of Representatives
created a task force] dedicated to issues of
transgender equality, accompanied by Congress’
first-ever forum on violence against transgender
people. . . .
This year’s killings of at least twenty-one
transgender people—primarily women of color—
were a focus of the press conference [on 11/16].
Legislators pointed to these deaths as examples of
the urgent need for more awareness and measures
that will advance equality. The number is the
highest since advocates began tracking reported
U.S. homicides of transgender individuals in
2006, according to the Human Rights Campaign.
...
All panelists at the afternoon forum stressed
that, ultimately, the passage of federal antidiscrimination legislation was an imperative
remedy to the transgender community’s suffering.
“Every day that goes by where trans people
lack federal protections and the full rights and
privileges of citizenship is a day where the
state failed to recognize the humanity of trans
people,” said Joanna Cifredo, a transgender writer,
advocate, and organizer, who has personally
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companies that may have some gay employees,
but still abuse human rights and the environment.

Controversial Judge Orders
Baby Removed from
Same-Sex Parents and
Placed with Heterosexual
Family
—Jen Hayden, 11/11/15 12:39 PM EST

April Hoagland and Beckie Peirce have been
fostering a Utah infant for three months. With the
approval of the infant’s biological mother and a
recommendation of the foster care caseworker,
they were seeking to permanently adopt the
child. Instead,
a Utah judge
ordered the baby
removed from
their home and
placed in a home
with heterosexual
parents.
Judge Scott Johansen
The women,
who are legally married and were approved
as foster parents in Utah earlier this year after
passing home inspections, background checks,
and interviews from DCFS, said the judge told
them there was a lot of research that indicated
children who are raised in same-sex parent homes
do not do as well as children who are raised by
heterosexual parents.
—Toshio Meronek, Truthout, 12/29/15
“It hurts me really badly because I haven’t
done anything wrong,” said April.
The United States’ biggest LGBT nonprofit,
Worse yet, when Judge Scott Johansen
the Human Rights Campaign, kept on keeping
was asked in court to share the studies he was
on, just releasing its latest Corporate Equality
referencing, he refused.
Report, giving snaps to some pretty awful
Attorney Mandie Torgerson, who represents
companies like Boeing, Monsanto, and Morgan
the baby’s biological mother, said Johansen did
Stanley. As Truthout reported last January, HRC
not cite the research he referenced in court saying
has increasingly gotten lots of flack from queer
only that there are “a myriad” of studies that
people for continuing the charade of applauding
support his order.

From “LGBT Stories
Ignored in 2015”

Gay West Point Grads
Turn Tables
on Homophobic Attacker

—Jen HaydenFollow, Daily Kos, 08/04/15 AT 08:27
AM PDT

Daniel and Larry
Lennox-Choate know all
about courage and standing up
for themselves. Daniel served
in both Iraq and Afghanistan,
both are West Point graduates,
and they were the first male
graduates ever to be married
in a same-sex ceremony at West Point.
With that in mind, imagine their surprise
when an unknown man began shouting
homophobic slurs and then physically attacked
Daniel.
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One of the “womyn-born-womyn” founders cited
the “McCarthyist” tactics of transgender activists
for the festival’s end.

Canadian Navy
Makes History

—CBC News Posted: Feb 23, 2016 7:10 PM PT Last
Updated: Feb 24, 2016 11:19 AM PT

The first kiss for a returning sailor after a
long deployment at sea is a sweet and memorable
tradition.
But in what is believed to be a first for
the Royal Canadian Navy, that time-honoured
ceremonial kiss was between two men.
There were loud cheers today when Master
Seaman Francis Legare embraced his partner,
Corey Vautour, after more than eight months at
sea.
“I have been away for 255 days, so it feels
great,” a smiling Legare said. “I am speechless.”
As of now, no arrest has been made and the
police are investigating. In the meantime, there is
HMCS Winnipeg, which has a crew of 250,
at least one homophobic man out there who’s still returned to Victoria on Tuesday after a tour in the
licking his wounds and hopefully rethinking his
Caribbean and eastern Pacific.
life choices.
Being the first sailor off a ship is considered
an honour and privilege in the Canadian navy, and
it’s decided by a random raffle.
But it’s a sign of the times that the navy is on
board with a kiss that may have been considered
—Toshio Meronek, Truthout, 12/29/15 controversial not too long ago.
“We are reflective of society and we do
recruit across all across society,” Rear Admiral
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival sighed
Gilles Couturier, commander of the Pacific Navy,
its 40th, and last, anti-trans sigh. Trans-exclusive
radical feminists (TERFs) had long battled against said. “If we don’t adapt, we won’t have any sailors
joining.”
including trans women on the festival grounds.

From “LGBT Stories
Ignored in 2015”

Cruz Endorsed
by Evangelical Pastor
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Mitt Gets Worse

—Chrislove, Truth Wins Out, Jul 23, 2012 • 8:08 PM
EDT

—http://www.truth-out.org/buzzflash/commentary/
Julie Goodridge . . . was a co-lead plaintiff in
ted-cruz-embraces-armageddon-pastor-who-denounc- the landmark Massachusetts Supreme Court case
es-gays-and-jews Goodridge v. Department of Public Health, which

legalized marriage equality in Massachusetts
in 2004. [Mitt Romney was among the many
influential people she interviewed in her efforts
to reach her goal. As she left the meeting, she]
said in exasperation, “Governor Romney, tell me:
What would you suggest I say to my eight-yearold daughter about why her mommy and her ma
can’t get married? Because you, the governor of
her state, is going to block our marriage.” And
he looked at me, and he said — kind of looked
over my shoulder with this blank stare and said
— “I don’t really care what you tell your adopted
daughter. Why don’t you just tell her what you’ve
been telling her for the last eight years?”
She adds:
I have never in my life stood before someone
who had no capacity for empathy like Mitt
—Walter Einenkel , 02/17/16 • 1:48 PM EST
http://www.dailykos.com/stories/2016/2/17/1486612/-It-s-Mary-Lou- Romney. He didn’t care about my daughter, he
She-believes-Obama-was-a-homosexual-prostitute-and-is-running-for- didn’t care about what we should tell her, all he
Texas-Board-of-Ed?detail=email
cared about was his political future and blocking
our rights to get married.
Mary Lou Bruner is a retired teacher
who lives in northern Texas. She’s running
earth had been covered with water. . . . The
for the State Board of Education in
dinosaurs on [Noah’s ark] may have been
northeast Texas. [Here are some facts of
babies and not able to reproduce. . . . After
nature known only to her:]
the flood, the few remaining Behemoths
“When the flood waters subsided
and Leviathans may have become extinct
and rushed into the oceans there was
because there was not enough vegetation
no vegetation on the earth because the
on earth for them to survive to reproductive
age.”
“Climate change has nothing to
do with weather or climate, it’s all
about system change from capitalism
(free enterprise) to SocialismCommunism. The Climate Change
HOAX was Karl Marx’s idea. It took
time to ‘condition’ the people so they
would believe such a HOAX!”
People for the American Way’s Right Wing
Watch reported earlier this month that “Last fall,
Cruz appeared in Iowa alongside a pastor who
has called for the government to use the death
penalty to punish homosexuality. Not stung from
the criticism he received for courting the radical
pastor, Kevin Swanson, Cruz later released a
statement touting the support of an anti-abortion
extremist, Troy Newman, who has said that a just
government would punish abortion providers with
death.”

Texas Educator
Knows the Score!

Preschooler Vindicated
A six-year-old had been enrolled as female
at Children’s Lighthouse Learning Center, in
Katy, Texas, near Houston, reports Charlie Butts
(OneNewsNow.com, 11/11/15). When the parents
asked the day-care employees to call their child
John and use the masculine pronoun, Madeline
Kirksey and Akesha Wyatt refused and were
promptly fired.

Manning in Solitary Again
Toshio Meronek of Truthout (12/29/15)
calls Chelsea Manning one of the best sources
for information about the US government’s
persecution of LGBT persons,
especially in the matter of
gender conformity within
her prison in Kansas. Her
lawyer tweets for her, and she
contributes a column to The
Guardian. For her pains (and
for possessing a tube of expired toothpaste and a
copy of Vogue) she was punished in August with
solitary confinement and the loss of the use of the
gym and the library for three weeks.
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Too many Americans, a full 27% according
to the report, don’t know that violence against
transgender people occurs on a daily basis—even
though one transgender person was murdered
every two weeks in 2015. And 37% said that
LGBT homelessness is not an issue, even though
nationally LGBT youth make up 40% of all
homeless youth, while accounting for less than
10% of the entire youth population.

Bathroom Bills
Wherever we turn, bathroom and locker room
privacy suddenly needs protection from peeping
Toms in dresses. No examples are ever cited, no
malefactors identified; it’s all just theoretical. But
the penalties for entering the “wrong” bathroom
are far from theoretical. Kansas has proposed a
$2,500 bounty for every instance of a transgender
person being reported in a rest room matching
his or her gender identity (see Zack Ford,
ThinkProgress 03/22/16 4:10 PM).
An explanation of this sudden furor is offered
by Anastasia Walker, OtherWords | Op-Ed <http://
www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/35015-public-hoopla-over-privateparts>.

Walker considers the bathroom issue an
excuse for venting moral outrage at the crumbling
of the bedrock of binary sexuality that underlies
most people’s view of human society’s structure.
The nuclear family has been taking a beating for
a century, and the presence of men in the ladies’
rooms is the last straw. It played a pivotal role in
—Zack Stafford, www.theguardian.com/commentis- repealing Houston’s ordinance protecting LGBT
free/2016/jan/21
rights in Nov. 2015. Walker hopes that lawmakers
will “focus on the many real challenges facing the
GLAAD reports that with the passage of
nation right now—and let us pee in peace.”
marriage equality, 50% of Americans think “gay
people have the same rights as everybody else.”
This stunning finding indicates that marriage
equality did not build momentum to continue the
Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe vetoed
fight for full LGBT rights.
legislation Wednesday that would legalize
Instead, roughly one-third of respondents
discrimination against same-sex couples.
are either ambivalent or apathetic about issues
“We cannot have fear and persecution, people
affecting LGBT Americans. Now that marriage
equality is achieved, many Americans . . . have no being demonized, we’re not going to tolerate
idea about other issues LGBT people face, such as that,” McAuliffe said as he signed the veto during
his monthly appearance on radio station WTOP.
job discrimination or access to housing.

“The Honeymoon Is Over”

Veto in Virginia

Georgia Governor Vetoed
Anti-LGBT “Religious
Freedom” Bill on 03/28

—Tod Perry, 03/28/16,
https://www.good.is/
articles/georgia-gets-onthe-right-side-of-history

Photo via (cc) Flickr user Jamelle Bouie

Last week, GOOD
reported that major
businesses including Disney and the NFL took
stances against an anti-gay “religious freedom”
bill that had been passed by both of Georgia’s
legislative chambers. House Bill 757, also known
as the Pastor Protection Act, would have given
faith-based organizations the right to fire people
who violate a group’s “sincerely held religious
beliefs.” It also would have allowed clergy to
refuse to perform same-sex weddings.
“I do not think we have to discriminate
against anyone to protect the faith-based
community,” Deal said. “I believe it is about the
character of our state, and the character of our
people.” Although the governor didn’t say that he
was vetoing the bill to avoid pending economic
fallout, . . . his chief of staff, Chris Riley, [wrote,]
“We received official notification this morning
that Georgia was dropped from contention from
two pending economic projects we had been
working at [the Georgia Department of Economic
Development] prior to any decision being made
on the bill.” Riley added, “Both projects cited
H.B. 757 as why they were removing Georgia
from consideration.”
The announcement comes one day after the
business coalition Georgia Prospers announced
that more than 500 companies in the Peach State
opposed H.B. 757. Georgia Prospers said its
members believe that the state should build “a
strong business brand and high quality of life that
provides an open and inclusive home for all.”
Stoppage of the bill is a victory for Georgia’s
LGBT community and shows the tremendous
power of its business community when it unites to
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fight for social justice.
[Kerry Eleveld of Daily Kos adds that NC
lawmakers vow to return to session (at a cost of
$41,000 a day) to override the veto.]

This Pastor Is Sleeping
Outside Until His Church
Accepts LGBT People

— Jack Jenkins 02/23/16 11:58 AM

Rev. Michael Tupper, pastor of Parchment
United Methodist Church in Parchment, Michigan,
first engaged with LGBT issues six years ago
when his daughter Sarah came out to him as a
lesbian. But his entry into outright pro-LGBT
activism began last year, when Sarah asked him
to officiate her wedding to another woman she
met while attending Wheaton College, a hardline
conservative evangelical Christian school.
Pastors are prohibited from officiating at
same-sex weddings in Tupper’s denomination, the
United Methodist Church (UMC). . . .
After he was brought up on charges by church
officials for performing the same-sex union,
Tupper pitched a tent outside the office of the man
tasked with handling his case, hoping to dissuade
him from prosecuting. When the case ultimately
moved forward, Tupper returned to Parchment,
where he is now vowing to sleep outside his house
for 175 consecutive nights in protest — no small
feat in Michigan, where snow is a constant and
where temperatures often drop to frigid levels in
winter.
The protest, he said, is . . . “to symbolize how
our church—particularly the United Methodist
Church—is pushing LGBT people outside. It
symbolizes
how we
push LGBT
people out
of the church
and into the
cold.”

Mormons Shoot
Selves in Foot
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—Jen Hayden, Daily Kos, 11/10/15 4:04 PM EST

Last week a new policy from the Mormon
Church was leaked that was a hurtful step
backwards for gay LDS members and their
families. The church announced it would no
longer baptize children who live with gay parents
or same-sex households. All those natural or
adopted babies born to sin would have to wait
until they were 18-years-old and decide for
themselves whether to be baptized in the church.
Feeling the heat from an immediate backlash
from both members and the public-at-large,
Mormon leaders introduced a video explaining
they are merely protecting these innocent children.
But, that explanation has made matters even worse
and now many are planning a mass resignation
from the church:
“There will be 1,400 people who won’t be
on the record coming in the next five to 15 days,
just from my end,” writes Utah-based attorney and
ex-Mormon Mark Naugle. “I’m also attending
a mass resignation event on Saturday. They’re
starting at City Creek (in Salt Lake City) and I’ll
be going there with blank forms for everyone to
fill out. And I think, according to Facebook, there
are over 1,000 people that plan to attend,” he said.

Highest-Ranking Cardinal
Demoted over LGBT
Issues

—Leslie Salzillo, Daily Kos, 11/10/15

It’s been in the news. Now it has been
confirmed. As of this past weekend, Raymond
Leo Burke, America’s highest-ranking cardinal
at the Vatican, was officially removed from the
Vatican’s Supreme Court, and demoted to chaplain
of the Knights of Malta, where he will reign with
much less responsibility. The ultra-Conservative

and anti-gay cardinal, continuously challenges
the jurisdiction of Pope Francis, and the Catholic
Church’s new receptive stance on homosexuality.
How ironic it is to find the demoted cardinal
is from the United States. What does that say
about America - that even the Catholic Church
and a pope are ahead of so many anti-LGBT
lawmakers and extremists in this country.

New Nuncio to U.S.A.

Viganò

Pierre

Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò, outspoken
opponent of same-sex marriage and LGBT rights,
reached the age of 75 in January and, as required
by rule, submitted his letter of resignation to the
Pope, who accepted it with alacrity (by no means
an automatic response). Viganò arranged for Pope
Francis to meet with Kim Davis during the Pope’s
recent visit to Washington, DC. “A friend of the
Pope’s claimed he was blindsided by the meeting,
and the move caused the Vatican to distance
itself from Viganò,” reports Aximill of Daily Kos
(03/17/16).
The new appointee is expected to be
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, “though the
Vatican has not confirmed this,” according to
NewWaysMinistry Blog, 03/17/16, “since they
are waiting for approval from President Barack
Obama.” Pierre is currently nuncio to Mexico,
his work there causing “The Washington Post to
speculate that Pierre will emphasize immigration
justice rather than engaging social issues such as
LGBT rights. This political shift would be notable
and heighten the contrast between Pope Francis
and the American bishops.”

Backlash to NC’s
Anti-LGBT Bigotry
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in the NH Senate race this fall:

—Kerry Eleveld, Daily Kos, 03/25/16

New York Times Editorial Board: Transgender
Law Makes North Carolina Pioneer in Bigotry:
[Gov. Pat] McCrory, who is running for re-election,
may have assumed the bill would help him in a tight
race against Attorney General Roy Cooper, a Democrat
who called the measure shameful. “Not only does this
hurt North Carolina families, but it hurts our economy
as well,” Mr. Cooper said in a video message. Voters
should reject the candidate who made the state a pioneer
in bigotry.

Grassroots activists protested at the governor’s
mansion [on 3/21].
American Airlines, which employs 14,000 people
in the state and has its second largest hub in
Charlotte, along with other companies with
operations in the state, including Apple, Dow
Chemical, PayPal, Red Hat, and Biogen, all
issued statements critical of the new law.
“Our future as Americans should be focused on
inclusion and prosperity, and not discrimination
and division,” Apple said in a statement. “We were
disappointed to see Governor McCrory sign this
legislation.”

“Sen. Sanders believes it is important that the
American people stand together and end
bigotry once and for all,” Briggs said. “We
have fought to end discrimination based on
race, creed, and color. Now is the time, once
and for all, to end discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity.” Nearly
24 hours after McCrory signed the North
Carolina legislation into law, Clinton joined
Sanders in expressing opposition on Twitter
with a message linking to an article in The
Advocate. The tweet is marked with “-H,”
indicating it came from Clinton herself.

On 3/29, Eleveld reported that NC’s attorney general, Roy Cooper, who hopes to unseat McCrory, has declined to defend NC’s discriminatory
law against a civil suit brought by gay rights
advocates.
[In the furor about largely mythical males
in dresses who invade ladies’ rooms to take
advantage of women, the plight of biological
males in dresses who enter men’s rooms have
been deliberately ignored, but other men, like
those below, have been carelessly overlooked:]

Michael C.
Hughes writes, “Hey
NC, your [governor
wants] me to start
using women’s
Democratic New Hampshire Gov. Maggie Hassan, restrooms and locker
who’s looking to defeat GOP Sen. Kelly Ayotte rooms...”

James P. Sheffield writes
to McCrory, “It’s now
the law for me to share
a restroom with your
wife.”

Remembering
Antonin Scalia
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—Bruce Hay <www.salon.com>

In the two weeks since his death, many have
spoken about Antonin Scalia’s undeniable impact
on American law. As attention shifts to filling the
vacancy he has left on the Supreme Court, I would
like instead to talk about his less appreciated
impact on contemporary physics. But first, a bit of
background.
Antonin Scalia generally detested science. It
threatened everything he believed in. He refused to
join a recent Supreme Court opinion about DNA
testing because it presented the details of textbook
molecular
biology as
fact. He
could not
join because
he did not
know such
things to be
true, he said.
(On the other
hand, he knew all about the eighteenth century.
History books were trustworthy; science books
were not.) Scientists should be listened to only if
they supported conservative causes, for example
dubious studies purporting to demonstrate that
same-sex parenting is harmful to children.
Scientists were also good if they helped create
technologies he liked, such as oil drills and deadly
weapons.
His own weapon was the poison-barbed word,
and the battleground was what he once labeled
the Kulturkampf, the culture war. The enemy
took many forms. Women’s rights. Racial justice.
Economic equality. Environmental protection. The
“homosexual agenda,” as he called it. Intellectuals
and universities. The questioning of authority and
privilege. Ambiguity. Foreignness. Social change.
Climate research. The modern world, in all its
beauty and complexity and fragility.

Most of all, the enemy was to be found in
judges who believe decency and compassion
are central to their jobs, not weaknesses to be
extinguished; who refuse to dehumanize people
and treat them as pawns in some Manichean
struggle of good versus evil, us versus them;
who decline to make their intelligence and
verbal gifts into instruments of cruelty and
persecution and infinite scorn.
I worked for him early in his tenure on
the Supreme Court. He had visited my law
school when I was a student, and I was smitten
by his warmth and humor and sheer intellectual
vibrancy. When I applied for a clerkship at the
Court, my hero, Justice Brennan, quickly filled
all his positions, so Scalia became my first
choice. He offered me a job and I thought I’d
won the lottery. I knew we differed politically,
but he prized reason and I would help him be
reasonable. A more naive young fool never drew
breath.
I can attest to the many nice things people
have said about the Justice. He was erudite and
frighteningly smart. He said what he thought,
not what was expedient. He was generous to
friends and family. He loved his clerks and
helped them get dream jobs. And we returned
the favor by not thinking about what we were
doing, then or afterward. What I took for the
pursuit of reason in those chambers was in
fact the manufacture of verbal munitions, to be
deployed against civilian populations. From the
comfort of our leather chairs, we never saw the
victims.
Anyway, about his contribution to physics.
I am close to one of the victims of his operation,
a transgender woman named Mischa Haider,
whom I got to know during the course of her
work on a Ph.D. in physics at Harvard. She’s
an extraordinary polymath — gifted violinist,
writer, and novelist; fluent speaker of a halfdozen languages; math genius. And physicist.
Her intellect would have made our brilliant
Justice want to hide his head in a bag, to borrow
his charming words from last year’s marriage
equality ruling. Those who have any doubt about

trans mothers should meet Mischa’s children.
Since coming out as trans a few years
ago, this remarkable woman has suffered
a debilitating depression—partly from the
transphobia she encounters daily at the allegedly
enlightened Harvard; from the constant stares
in public; from the indignity of worrying about
things the rest of us take for granted, like
walking in the street or using a public bathroom
without fear of taunts or violence, or taking
her children to the park without fear of being
humiliated in front of them. And from the
pain of rejection by family and former friends
who, despite her prodigious achievements, are
somehow ashamed to be associated with her.
Beyond all that, it’s her knowledge of what
the “culture war” means for trans women across
the country, women who are shunned by their
families; who are often unable to get jobs and
therefore live in poverty; who face shocking
levels of assault and murder (2015 was a record
year), who attempt suicide at a rate greater than
40 percent; who are generally excluded from
the protection of anti-discrimination laws; who,
on the contrary, are at this moment the subject
of dozens of pending pieces of transphobic
legislation around the country, such as bills to
stigmatize trans children by forcing them to
use separate locker rooms at school or to jail
trans women for using public bathrooms that
match their identity. The drumbeat of organized
hatred, calling to mind yellow stars and separate
drinking fountains, and worse, makes my friend
feel like a nonperson, unwelcome in her own
country—all this, for the crime of not matching
someone else’s idea of how women are supposed
to look.
She’s decided to leave academic physics
after finishing the doctorate. She has become too
absorbed in the struggle for equality—for being
accorded the most basic human dignity—to think
of anything else. She could not live with herself,
she tells me, if she did not devote her talents to
helping the many trans women whose lives are
decimated by the bigotry and ignorance of those
around them—bigotry and ignorance inflamed
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by demagogues like Antonin Scalia, whose toxic
rhetoric has done so much to incite and legitimate
fear of gender nonconformity and elevate it to the
level of constitutional principle. She is resolved to
become a trans rights activist.
So that is Antonin Scalia’s contribution to
physics. To drive a woman with a luminous mind
from the study of quantum theory and statistical
mechanics and condensed matter, and into the
urgent project of safeguarding vulnerable people
from the inhumanity he dedicated his life to
spreading, an inhumanity that survives as his
true legacy, safeguarded by deluded acolytes and
admirers.
Scalia passed away in his sleep at a luxurious
hunting lodge. He died as he lived, gun at hand,
dreaming of killing helpless prey from a position of
safety and comfort. May his successor on the Court
have a loftier vision of law, and of life.
Bruce Hay is a professor at Harvard Law
School

From “Does Justice
Antonin Scalia Believe in
the Devil? You Bet”

— David G. Savage, Los Angeles Times, 10/10/13

Where does he get his news?
Largely from talk radio, he said. “You know who
my favorite is? My good friend Bill Bennett,”
referring to the conservative commentator who
served in the Reagan administration. He said he
“usually skims” The Wall Street Journal and The
Washington Times, but avoids The Washington
Post and New York Times because they are “so
shrilly, shrilly liberal.”
Has he met gay men and women and “softened” his
views on homosexuality?
“I have friends that I know, or very much suspect,
are homosexual. Everybody does,” he said.
“I don’t think I’ve softened. I don’t know what
you mean by softened … I still think it’s Catholic
teaching that it’s wrong. OK? But I don’t hate the
people that engage in it.”

Implied Rant
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Tom Copeland

Reading One News Now, a conservative
list-serve, requires sensitivity to punctuation,
for much of the message is conveyed by those
old-fashioned emoticons known in the States as
raised-eyebrow quotation marks or sneer quotes.
These convenient indicators of tone distance a
term from the writer, implying disapproval.
For example, One News Now publications
always sets off the word “gay” as if to say,

Tailored Marriage Licenses
—http://www.dailykos.com/stories/2016/2/11/1483483/Kentucky-ponders-separate-but-equal-marriage-licensesjust-in-time-for-Valentine-s-Day?detail=email

Nothing says Happy Valentine’s Day like
getting your very own marriage licenses—ya
know, just a little different from the ones other
people get. It’s like customized marriage licenses
for same-sex couples. That must be the spirit
behind Kentucky lawmakers’ latest bill.
One marriage license form would note the
“bride” and “groom” and the other form would
That is what these people call themselves
note “first party” and “second party.” Bill sponsor
although what they have to be happy about is
Republican Sen. Stephen West of Paris said
beyond our comprehension—and after ail, what
couples, both gay and straight, could use either
gives them the right to plunder our common
form.
language and appropriate to themselves a nice,
The bill also removes the name of the county
clean adjective that we can never safely use again?
You’d think they’d sullied enough words already,
clerk who issued the license and would require
like “fairy”! It’s not safe to refer to a young lady’s couples to note their gender, no matter what
“coming out,” and who dares use “light on his
form they chose, for the benefit of historians and
feet” anymore, thanks to them! As for “queer,”
genealogists who use marriage license records for
it’s unsalvageable. Why can’t they be content
research purposes.
with the clinical term “homosexual”? But no! Off
And guess what? West reportedly made sure
they go on the never-ending quest for euphemism,
to get some sage advice from none other than
and every new term becomes instantly tainted by
Kim Davis—of Rowan County Clerk fame!—
association with them.
on just what taxpayer-funded Kentucky clerks
would like to see in their marriage licenses. Better
A review of a new sit-com, The Real
O’Neals, sneers at how the protagonist “‘bravely’ her than, say, another state lawmaker with an
otherwise totally reasonable idea.
came out”: “The show’s plot is reliably liberal:
One solution, offered by Democratic state
a Catholic family has embarrassing secrets—
Sen. Morgan McGarvey of Louisville, was to have
planning a divorce, questioning faith, hiding
one form with a box next to a person’s name to
anorexia—that are revealed when teenage son
check “bride,” “groom,” or “spouse.”
Kenny ‘bravely’ reveals that he’s homosexual.”
“You can avoid confusion and avoid the
The sneer quotes translate thus:
potential for any disparate treatment of groups,”
he said.
“Bravely” indeed! As if it required
Leslie County Clerk James Lewis, vice
courage to face a God-fearing family! No, what
president of the Kentucky County Clerk’s
characterizes our young “hero” is not bravery but
Association, said he has no problem with
bad manners and self-conceit. All he wants is to
be the center of attention. He hasn’t the decency
McGarvey’s idea. West said he would consider
to keep his disgusting appetites to himself but
amending the bill.
must flaunt them before his family.
What—one form? And ruin all that disparate
treatment! That might really infringe on
Useful thing, punctuation!
Kim Davis’s religious liberties.

